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et = 
a. ARTICLE XXIV. 

i | An Account of the Life of Sir THo- 
34% MAS More, mentioned above, Arti- 
34 cle XXII. 

he 

nd & 


35 [pir More, the only Son of Sir 
(ae Jol More, one of the Judges of the 
King’s Bench, was born at London in 

xc, Je the year 1480. His Father put him to St. A= 
35 y's School in that City, where he made a 
i @ ery great progrefs. Afterwards he was placed 
136 | ' the houfe of Cardinal Morton Archbifhop of 
—&& Ganterbury, and Lord High Chancellor of Eng- 
land, a Prelate of great merit and virtue, who 
frequently made a trial of his wit, ‘‘ efpecially 

CWE : at Chriftmafs merriments, when having plays 
* for xecreation, this youth would fuddenly ftep 
Marcu 1726, L ‘up 
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<¢ up amongft the players, and never ftudying 
“¢ before upon the matter, make often a part of 
“ his own invention, which was fo witty and 
“ fo full of jefts, that he alone made more 
*¢ fport and laughter, than all the players be- 
“ fides”. The Cardinal was very well pleafed 
with him, and ufed to tell the Noblemen who 
dined at his table, that that Boy there waiting 
on bin, whofoever foould live to fee it, would 
prove a marvelous rare man. 'That Prelate fent 
him to the Univerfity of Oxford, where he 
{pent two years, and diftinguifhed himfelf in 
his Academical ftudies. The Author obferves 
here that he was always very dutiful to his fa- 
ther, and asked his blefling every day, even 
when he was Lord Chancellor of England. 

When Mr. More came to the age of eighteen 
years, he compofed many ingenious Epigrams, 
to be found at the beginning of his Englith 
Works. He writ alfo many elegant verfes about 
the vanity of this life. Thofe Epigrams were 
commended by Beatus Rhenanus and Leodegarius 
a Quercu Proteffor of polite Learning at Paris ; 
but one Brixius, a German, writ a Book againtt 
them, and intitled it Auti-Morus. Erafmus ad- 
vifed his friend Mr. More to take no notice of 
that Book : whereupon the latter endeavoured 
to fupprefs a little Treatife which he had already 
publifhed againft that German. 

At the age of about eighteen or twenty 
years, he was very careful (fays our Author ) 
to tame bis unbridled concupifcence by wonderful 
works of mortification, in all probability by the 
advice of his Confeffor. He frequently wore 2 
hair-cloth, which he never left off wholly, when 
he was Lord Chancellor. (We are told the 
fame of Zhomas Becket.) He added to that au- 
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fterity a difcipline every friday and fafting, to 
fubmit his body to the dictates of Reafon. He 
lay often upon the bare ground, or upon a 
bench, and did not fleep above four or five 
hours in the night, émagining with the boly 
Saints of Chrift’s Church, lays the Author, that 
bis body was to be ufed like an Afs with firokes 
aud bara fare, left provender might prick it, and 
fo bring bis foul, like a headftrong ‘fade, into the 
bottomle/s pit of Hell. He lived tour years among 
the Carthufians, dwelling near the Charter-houfe, 
but without any vow. He was very defirous to 
be a Francifcan Frier ; but finding that the Re- 
ligious in England had degenerated from their 
antient ftrictnefs, he altered his mind. After- 


' wards he, as well as his friend Li//y, had an 


inclination to take holy Orders ; but he conti- 


hued to be a Layman. 


He heard a Mafs every day, before he went 


| about any bufinefs, and was very devout. He 
| conftantly attended upon Sermons, efpecially 
| when they were preached by good men, fuch 
as Dr. Colet, Dean of St. Paul’s, the glorious 
founder of the School of that name. He chofe 
| that Dean for his ghoftly Father. ‘There is in 
| this Book a very fenfible Letter which he wric 
| to that Divine. He ufed to eat only of one 


difh, at his meals. In his youth, he wholly ab- 


| fined from wine, and in his latter years, he 
| hever drank any without water. 


Mr. More being refolved by the advice of 
his ghoftly Father to get a wife, married Fane 


| Gite, a Gentlewoman of an antient family 
| In Effex, by whom he had feveral children, for 
| whofe maintenance he applied himfelf very much 
| tothe practice of the Law. Two or three years 


after the death of his wife, he married Alice 
I, 2 Mid- 
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Middleton, a widow, by whom he had no chil. 
dren. This he did not of any concupifcence, fays 
the Author ; for be would often affirm, that Cha- 
ftity is more hardly kept in wedlock, than in a 


fingle life 5 but becaufe foe might have a care of 


his children, that were very young. Mr. More be- 
came a very famous Lawyer, and got every year 
by his practice four hundred pounds, which was 
then a large gain. 

King Henry VII, having called a Parliament, 
demanded one Subfidy of three Fifteenths for the 
marriage of his eldeft daughter the Princefs Mar. 
garet. Mr. More, being then a Member of the 
Houfe of Commons, made a Speech againtt 
thofe impofitions ; whereupon the King’s re- 
queft was denied. His Majefty conceived a great 
indignation againft him, and contrived a ground- 
lefs quarrel againft Sir ‘fobn More his father, 
whom he fent to the Tower, where he was a 
prifoner till he had paid a hundred pounds, s 
a fine for a pretended offenfe. King Henry VII 
died foon after. : 

The new King Henry VIII. employed 
Mr. More in feveral Embaffies : he fent him in- 
to France to challenge fome debts, and into 
Flanders to confirm a League between England 
and Burgundy. 

About this time, Mr. More compofed his f- 
mous Utepia, being thirty fix years of age. He 
alfo writ the Hiftory of King Richard III. Be- 
fides, he read with great fuccefs a Leéture, in 
St. Laurence’s Church in Lothbury, upon St. Au- 
{tin’s Books de Civitate Dei, explaining parti- 
cularly the moral and hiftorical paffages which 
abound in thofe Books. 
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Not long after, a Ship belonging to the Pope 
arrived at Southampton, which the King claimed 
as a forfeiture. The matter was pleaded by 
learned Council at the requeft of the Pope’s 
Legate. Mr. More was chofen as the princi- 
al man on the Pope’s fide, and argued fo learn- 
edly in his defenfe, that every body admired 
him, and the fhip.was reftored. The King re- 
folved then to have him, and made him one of 
his privy Council, and then a Knight, and Trea- 


furer of the Exchequer. ‘That Prince fhowed a 
' great affection to Sir Thomas More for the 
| {pace of twenty years : he ufed upon holy days 
| tofend for him, and difcourfe with him about 
_ Aftronomy, Geometry, Divinity and other Sci- 
' ences. Sometimes in a clear night he walked 
with him on the ‘Leads, talking of the motions 
of the celeftial bodies ; and becaufe Sir Tho- 
| mas More was a very facetious man, the King 
B and Queen ufed to call for him at fupper-time, 
' to hear his pleafant jefts. But when Sir Tho- 
mas perceived that by reafon of his witty con- 
 ceits he could hardly get leave once in a month 
| togo and fee his wife and children at Chel/ea ; 
| and becaufe he could not be two days abfent 
+ from the Court, but he was fent for again ; he 


began to conceal his wit, by which means he 


| was not fo frequently fent for. The King ufed 


to go to Chelfea all of a fudden, and leaning 
upon his fhoulder to talk with him about fecret 
affairs in his garden, and even to dine with him 
without any invitation. Who would have thought 
then that the fame Prince would have deprived 
him of his life ? 

In the fourteenth year of this King’s reign, 
Sir Thomas More was chofen Speaker of the 
Lower Houfe. Cardinal /Vo//ey began to grow 
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jealous of his greatnefs, and therefore he advi- 
fed the King to fend him Ambaffador into 
Spain ; but that project did not fucceed. Sir 
Thomas More was made Chancellor of the Dutch 
of Lancafter. The King went all of a fudden 
to dine at his houle at Che/fea, and after din- 
ner walked with him for the fpace of an hour in 
the garden, holding his arm about his neck in q 
moft loving manner. When that Prince was 
gone, Mr. Roper, Son-in-law to Sir Thomas, 
congratulated him about his happinefs in being 
fo well beloved by the King. Sir Thomas an- 
{wered : I thank our Lord God, I finde his 
Grace my verte good Lord indeed ; and I believe 
be doth as fingularly favour me as ante other [u'- 
gett within this realme. Howbeit, Sonne Roper, 
I may tell you, Ihave no caufe to be proude there 
of ; for if my bead would winne bim a Cafile in 
France, (there was at that time a war be- 
tween England and France) zt fhould not fail to 
50 off. 

Sir Thomas More, notwithftanding his great 
intereft at Court, was altogether free from pride 
and vanity upon that account. He was fo mild 
that he never appeared angry ; and far from 
pretending to fet himfelf above others in point 
of Learning, he appeared more defirous to !carn 
than to teach. He was a man of great wit: 
he kept correfpondence with learned men both 
at home and abroad, and particularly with E- 
vafmus. He gave an excellent education to his 
fon and his three daughters ; they underftood, 
among other things, Latin and Greek very 
well. 

The King asked Sir Thomas’s advice about 
his divorcing Queen Catherine. Sir Thomas 
alleged againft it the authority of St. Jerome, 

| St. 









“ C= . AL, ao,» aoe Bienes, 

















ut 


1e5 
St. 


Art.24. Of LITERATURE. 167 


St. Auftin, and other antient Fathers, and could 
never be perfuaded to approve of that divorce. 
The King fent him to Cambray with Bifhop 
Jonfall, to treat of a peace between his Ma- 
jefty, the French King and the Emperor. Sir 
Thomas got a great deal of honour by that ne- 
gotiation ; and after the deceafe of Cardinal 
Woilfey, he was made Lord High Chancellor of 
England, and inftalled with great folemnity. 
He was the firft Layman that was invefted with 
that high Dignity. Notwithftanding this great 
rife, he continued to declare againft the King’s 
defign of marrying another wife. ‘The Bifhops 
of England confidering that he was not a rich 
man, and that he had writ many Books in de- 
fenfe of the Roman-Catholic Church, refolved 
with the reft of the Clergy in Convocation to 
prefent him with four thoufand pounds ; but he 
could never be prevailed upon to accept of that 
ift. 

: Several Sayings of Sir Thomas More have 
been interfperfed in this Work. ‘This feems to 
me to be the beft. A friend of his took great 
pains to write a Book, and defired him to perufe 
it, before it fhould be fent to the prefs. Sir 
Thomas difliking that performance, faid grave- 
ly that it would be a better Book, if it was 
written in verfe. Whereupon the Author turn- 
ed it into verfe, and then brought it again to 
Sir Thomas, who looking upon it, faid: Yea 
marry, now it is fomewhat : before it was neither 
rime, nor reason. 

Upon every Sunday, even when he was Lord 
Chancellor, he wore a furplice, and fung with 
the fingers at the high Mafs in his Parifh- 
Church at Chelfea ; which the Duke of Nor- 
folk feeing one day, told him: God bodie, God 
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bedie, my Lord Chancellor a Pavifb-Charke + yon 
difgrace the King, and your Office. 

Sir Thomas having difcharged the duties of 
that office with great wifdom and equity, for 
the fpace of two years and a half, refigned it, 
left any thing contrary to his confcience fhould 
be required from him. His wife was very an- 
gry with him upon that account ; and our Au- 
thor thinks it probable that fhe fpoke then thefe 
words, which he has already mentioned in ano- 
ther part of this Book : Yi//ie vallie, what will 
you do Mr. More? Will you fit and make Gofling: 
gn the afbes? It is better to rule than to be rim 
Jed. °Tis obfervable that Sir Thomas had little 
above a hundred pounds a year left, when he re- 
figned the Chancellorfhip. | 

Some time before Queen Aue Boleyn was 
crowned, Sir Thomas More received a Letter 
from the Bifhops of Durham, Winchefter and 
Bath, wherein they defired him to keep them 
company at her coronation ; which he refufed 
todo. That Princefs being difpleafed with that 
Knight, incenfed the King againft him. A Bill 
was brought into the Houfe of Commons to 2t- 
taint Bifhop Fi/ber and Sir Thomas More of mif- 
prifion of treafon. Sir Thomas fued that he 
might be admitted into the Parliament to make 
his own defenfe perfonally. The King not liking 
that propofal, granted the hearing of this caule 
to Cranmer Archbifhop of Canterbury, the Lord 
Chancellor, the Duke of Norfolk and Mr. Cron- 
well. Sir Thomas declared to thofe Commifh- 
oners that he could not approve the divorce 0! 
Queen Catherine. He was put out of the Bil 
for fome political reafons. 

In the fame Parliament (1534) an Oath was 


appointed, whereby all Englifh fubjeéts fhould 
res 
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renounce upon oath the Pope’s authority, and 
{wear alfo to the fucceffion of Queen Anne’s 


' children, the Lady Mary being declared illegiti- 


mate. About a month after the enacting of 
this Statute, all the Bifhops and Priefts, but no 
Layman, excepting Sir Thomas More, were 
fummened to appear at Lambeth before the Lord 


Archbifhop of Canterbury, the Lord Chancellor 
| fudley, Secretary Cromwell, the Abbot of Weft- 
_ minfter, and other Commiffioners appointed by 


the King to tender this oath to them. Sir Tho- 
mas having appeared at Lambeth, defired to read 
the oath, and after the reading of it, he faid 


that he could not take it without endangering 
| the falvation of his foul. Then they asked him 


whether he would {wear to the Succeffion. He 


| anfwered that he was willing enough to do 
B that, if the oath was fet down in fuch words, 
_ that he might fafely take it. Whereupon he 
/ was committed to the cuftody of the Abbot of 
| Weftminfter for the fpace of four days ; and 
| having again refufed to take the oath of Su- 


premacy, he was fent to the Tower. When 


_ he came to the Tower-gate, the Porter de- 
manded of him his upper garment. Marry Por- 
| ter, faid he, bere it is : and he gave him his 
| Cape, faying, I am forry it is not better for thee. 


Nay, Sir, faid the Porter, J muft have your 
gown. Sir Thomas gave it him. His eldeft 
daughter, a very learned Lady, endeavoured in 
vain to perfuade him to take the oath. 

His wife having obtained leave to fee him, 


| {poke to him in thefe words. What, Mr. More, 


I marvel at you who have bene hitherto alwaies 
taken for a wife man, will now fo play the foole, 
as to lie here iw this clofe filthie prifon, and be 
content to be flout up thus with mice and rats, when 
yout 
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you might be abroad at your libertie with the fa. 
wvour ana good will both of the King and the Coun. 
cell, if you would but doe as all the Bifbops and beh 
learned of bis realme have donne? And feing ym 
bane at Chelfea a right fayr houfe, your Librarie, 
sour books, your galleries, your gardine, your or. 
chard, and all other neceffaries fo band/ome abou 
you, where you might in companie of your wife, 
your chikdven and boufbolde be merrie ; I mufe what 
&@ God’s name you meane bere ftill thus fondly to tar. 
rie. Sir Thomas anfwered his wife with a chear. 
ful countenance: J pray thee, good Mrs. Allice, 
tell me one thing. What is that, faid the. | 
wot this bonfe as neare beaven as mine own? She 
anfwered after her cuftom: Y/lie valle, tilli; 
walie. He replied: How fayft thou, Mrs. Allice, 
‘gs it not (o indeed? Bone Deus, Man, will this 
geare never be left? Well then, Mrs. Alice, if it 
be fo, I fee no great caufe why I fhould much joye 
either of my fayr boufe, or anie thing belonging 
thereunto, when if I fhould be but feaven yeares 
buried under the ground, and rife and come thi- 
ther again (he might have faid but feven months, 
fays our Author) I foould not fayle to finde fome 
therein that would bid me get out of doores, avd 
tell me plainely that it were none of mine. Whst 
caufe have I then to like fuch a boufe, as wouls 
fo foone forget bis Maifter? Again, tell me, Mrs 
Alice, bow bong doe you thinke may we live and 
enjoy it? Some twentie yeares, {aid fhe. Truh, 
replied he, #f you bad fayd fome thoufand yeares, 
zt had bene fomewhat ; and yet be were a very bas 
marchant that would put bimfelf in danger to leef 
eternitie for a thonfand yeares. How much the 
rather, if we are not fure to enjoye it one day V0 
an ende? 


Not 
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Not long after, the Lord Chancellor, and 


} other perfons of the privy Council, went twice 
to him to perfuade him either to acknowledge 
| the King’s Supremacy, or to deny it. He would 
| doneither the one, nor the other. Afterwards 
| Mr. Rich, and two other perfons, were fent by 
| the King to take away all his Books. Mr. Rich 
reported that Sir Thomas had told him, that 
| the Parliament could not make the King fupreme 
| Head of the Church. Sir Thomas denied at his 
trial that he had fpoke thofe words. By virtue 
| of this report he was foon after indited of 
| high treafon upon the new Statute of Supre- 
macy. 


After he had been a prifoner above a year, 


he went to the King’s Bench-Bar in 1535, with 
| achearful countenance, leaning upon his ftaff 
 byreafon of his weaknefs occafioned by his long 
| imprifonment. Here follow the chief Heads of 
| the Inditement: 1. That he was an enemy to 
| the King’s fecond marriage : 2. That he would 
/ not declare his opinion whether the King was 


fupreme Head of the Church, or no: 3. That 
he had writ feveral Letters to Bifhop Fifer, 
who was alfo a prifoner in the Tower, to per- 
fuade him not to acknowledge that Supremacy : 
he utterly denied this Article ; and it could not 
be proved againit him: 4. That being exami- 
ned in the Tower, he had faid that the Law 
about the King’s Supremacy was a two-edged 
{word ; that if he approved that Statute, it 
would endanger his foyl, and if he rejected it, 
he fhould lofe his life. Sir Thomas {poke in his 
own defenfe ; and no words, nor any aétion 
could be produced againft him. At laft, Mr. Rich 
was called to give evidence upon his oath, that 
sit Thomas had told him the words above- 
men- 
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mentioned, that the Parliament could uot make 
the King {upreme Head of the Church. The pri- 
foner maintained that it was a falfe oath, and 
alleged feveral reafons to prove it. But 
the Jury found him guilty ; and Judgment was 
paffed upon him. 

He was carried back from the Barr to the 
Tower. In his way thither, his only Son threw 
himfelf at his feet, and asked his bleffing, melt. 
ing in tears. When he came to the Tower. 
wharf, his eldeft and beft beloved daughter ran 
boldly through the halberdiers, embraced and 
kiffed him, not being able to fay any thing elfe 
but Ob ny father ! ob my father! Tears fell from 
his eyes. He continued in the Tower a week 
after his Judgment, walking about his chamber 
cvith a focet about him, like a corps ready to be 
buried, and ufing to whip bimfelf very fore and 
long. 

A Courtier went to him, and urged him to 
change his mind. Sir Thomas, being weary of 
his importunity, told him that he had done it 
The Courtier went immediately to the King, 
and told him fo. ‘That Prince ordered him 
to know how far Sir Thomas had altered his 
mind. ‘The prifoner blamed him for telling the 
King every word that he fpoke in jeft. J had 
a mind, faid he, to be fhaved ; but now I an 
fully vefolved that my beard fhall have the fame 
fate as my bead: which made the Courtier 
blanke, fays the Author, aud the King very ais 

rie. 

The day before he died, he fent his hair- 
cloth to his eldeft daughter, being unwilling 
that the world fhould know he ufed fuch an 
aufterity. "The next day, which was the fixth 


of July, Sir Lomas Pope came to him = 
early 
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early in the morning, to tell him that he was to 
 fuffer death on that day before nine of the clock. 
' Sir Thomas More gave him many thanks for dis 
good tydings. The fame perfon told the pri- 
| foner, that it was the King’s pleafure that he 
 fhould not ufe many words at his execution. He 
| anfwered that he would obey the King. After- 
' wards Sir Thomas put on his fineft cloaths, a 
| filk-camlet-gown. ‘The Lieutenant of the Tow- 
| eradvifed him to put it off ; which he did, and 
he put on a gown of Frize. About nine of the 
| clock, he was brought out of the Tower, with 
along beard, and a pale and lean face, holding 
| in his hands a red Crofs, and frequently lifting 
| up his eyes towards heaven. As he went by a 
- good woman’s houfe, fhe offered him a cup of 
| wine, which he refufed, faying: Chri? at bis 
| paffion drank no wine, but gall and vinegar. 


Being come to the Scaffold, it feemed to him 


| asweak, as if it had been ready to fall. Where- 
| upon he told the Lieutenant : I pray you, Sirs 
| fee me fafe up 5 and for my coming down, let me 
| fift for my felf-’ ‘Then he began to fpeak to 
| the people ; but he was interrupted by the She- 
| tiff Wherefore he only defired the people to 


pray for him, and to bear witnefs that he died 
for the faith of the Catholic Church, a faithful 
fervant both of God and the King. Having 
fpoke thofe words, he kneeled down, and re- 
peated the Mi/erere with great devotion. Af- 
terwards he chearfully rofe up ; and the execu- 


toner asking him forgivenefs, he kiffed him, 


fying : Thou wilt do me this day a greater be- 


| “efit than ever any mortal man can be able to give 


me. Pluck up thy {pirit, Man, and be not afraid 


| 1 do thy office. My neck is very foort : take beed 


Wberefore that you firike not awry, for faving 
| I thy 
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thy honeftie. ‘The executioner would have co. 


vered his eyes ; but Sir Thomas told him that 
he would cover them himfelf, and he did f 
with a cloth that he had brought with him for 
that purpofe. Then laying his head upon the 
block, he bad the executioner ftay till he had 
removed afide his beard, faying, that zt bad ne. 
ver committed any treafon. Atter he had {poke 
thofe words, he received the fatal blow. 

When the news of his death was brought to 
the King, who was then playing at Tables, 
Aue Boleyn looking on, he caft his eyes upon 


her, and faid: Zhou art the caufe of this man's | 


death : and prefently leaving his play, he reti- 
red into his chamber, and fell into a fit of me. 
lancholy. And yet, fays the Author, he was 
very unmerciful to Sir Thomas’s wife and chil- 
dren. The head of that Knight was fet upon 
London-Bridge : his body was buried in St. Pe- 
ter’s Chappel in the Tower. 


The death of Sir Thomas More was lamented 
by many learned Men beyond Sea, both Pro- 
teftants and Roman-Catholics. His Utopia is ac- 
counted his moft valuable Book. *Tis obferva- 
ble, fays the Author, that fome learned Foreign- 
ers, fuch as Budeus and Paludanus, fancying that 
Utopia was really a country newly difcovered, 
wifhed that fome Divines were fent thither to 
preach the Gofpel ; and feveral Englifh Clergy- 
men, being wonderfully pleafed with the man- 
ners of the Utopians, expreffed a great defire 


to make a voyage in order to bring them to the 
Chriftian faith. 


It is well known that King Henry VIII. 


publifhed a Book in anfwer to that of Luther, 
intl 
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I ititled De Captivitate Babylonica. Luther made 
iat [Eg reply to it, which was full of injurious words 
fo & and perfonal reflexions upon the King. Sir Tho- 
for Mas More anfwered it, under the name of Guz- 
he Me jielmus Roffeus. Here it will not be improper 
ad ME to mention a remarkable paffage, to be found in 
ne Me this Life of Sir Thomas More, concerning the 
ke HE Book of King Henry VIII. which I have juft 
* now mentioned. When Sir Thomas appear- 
to M edthe firft time before fome Commiffioners, they 
es, [i told him among other things that “ the King’s 
on Me “ Majeftie had given them in commande ex- 
v's We “ preflely, if they could by no gentle meanes 
ti: [i “ winne him, that they fhould in his name with 
e- MF “ greate indignation charge him, that never 
vag We “ there was fervant fo villanous to his Sove- 
ils J “raigne, nor anie fubjeét fo trayterous to his 
on [ “Prince as he. For, by his fubtiie and finifter 
eo M “ fleights he had moft unnaturally procured and 
| © provoked the King to fet forth a Book of the 
|“ affertion of the feavenk Sacraments, and for 
ed #™ “the maintenance of the Pope’s authoritie ; 
o- MB “fo that he had caufed his Majeftie to put a 
c-  “ {word into the Pope’s hands to fight againft 
ae 7 “himfelfe, to his greate difhonour in all the 
ne 7 “ partes of Chriftendome”. 
lat Sir Thomas made the following anfwer, which 
d, #% *ppears to me very curious. My Lord, faid he, 
to MB t%e/e terrours be frights for children, and not for 
y° # %. But to anfwer that, wherewith you chiefely 
n- [& burden me, I believe the King’s Highneffe of bis- 
re I bonour wild never lay that Booke to my charge ; for 
he (& there is none that cau in that point fay move for 
my difcbarge than bimfelfe, who right well know- 
th that I never was procurer, promotour, nor 
II.  “cunfeler of bis Majeftie thereunto ; only, after it 
ty BR Mas finifoed, by bis Grace's appointment, and the 
tr COi= 
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confent of the makers of the fame, I only fortes 
out, and placed in order the principal matters 
therein ; wherein when I found the Pope's authe. 
ritie highly advanced, and with ftrong arguments 
mightily defended, I fayd thus to bis Grace : I mup 
put your Highneffe in remembrance of one thing, 
and that is this. The Pope, as your Majefie 
well knoweth, is a Prince, as you are, in league 
with all other Chriftian Princes : it may hereafter 
fall out, that your Grace and be may varie upon 
fome points of the league, whereupon may growe 
breache of amitie and warre betweene you both: 
therefore I thinke it beft that that place be amend- 
ed, and bis authoritie more flenderly touched. Nay, 

uoth bis Grace, that fhall it not : we are fo much 
bound to the Sea of Rome, that we cannot doe tw 
much honour unto it. Then did I further put him 
tn minde of our Statute of Premunire, whereby 
a good parte of the Pope’s authoritie and paftoral 
care was payred away. To which bis Majefie 
anfwered, whatfoever impediment be to the cov- 
trary, we will fett forth that authoritie to the ut- 
termoft ; for we have receaved from that Sea our 
Crowne Imperiall 3 which till bis Grace with bis 
owne mouth fo tolde me, Inever beard before. Which 
things well confidered, I truft when bis Majefie 
Shall be truly informed thereof, and call to bis gra 
cious remembrance my fayings and doings ih 
that bebalfe, bis Highne/s will never [peake mort 
of it, but will cleare me himfelfe. 


The King was doubtlefs very angry, whet 
thofe words were reported to him ; and yet 
that paflage alone fhould have moved him to 
put an end to the profecution of Sir Thoms 
More. - 
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Tis a furprifmg thing, that a Man of fo 


| much fenfe and learning as Sir Thomas, fhould 
' have difcovered no errors in the Church of 
» Rome : he believed all the doétrines of that 
| Church. It feems to me, after having read the 
| Life of that virtuous and unfortunate Gentle- 
| man, that he was as fingular a Man as the 
| Prince who put him to death. It muft be con- 
| feft that Henry VIII fhed a great deal of inno- 
| cent blood : Tam glad we cannot reckon him 
' among Proteftant Princes. 
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ARTICLE XXV. 


|ALETTER mritten from Copenhagen, 


Odiober 31. 1724s 


Taken from the Bibliotheque Germanique. 


W: have here two Savages of Greenland, 
as they are called, or, to {peak mote 
exactly, two Meh of a Country about fifty 
leagues diftant from the Streights of Davis, 
neat which the Company of the Merchants of 
Bergen in Norway have begun to fettle a Colony 
ina defart Ifland. ‘They have alfo fent a Prieft 
thither. Thofe two Men are much beneath a 
middling fize, well fet, and feem to be very 
trong. They have very large fhoulders, a bloat- 
ed face, and fuch big cheeks that the nofe and 
eyes may be faid to be, in fome meafure, funk 
ito them : wherein they are not much unlike 
Marcu 1726. M the 
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the Tartars of China. One of them is about 
thirty two years of age, and a married man: 
and indeed he has a melancholy look. The other 
is a man of twenty years, and brisker : he would 
be willing enough to ftay in this country ; but 
the other will not hear of it. ‘Thofe who have 
brought them hither, defign to carry them 
back, that they may report what they have 
feen. 

Their faces are very brown, and their hands 
almoft black, though they live in a prodigious 
cold climate. Their garment is a skin, that 
reaches trom the head downwards ; but here 
they are dreffed according to the cuftom of our 
country. They live at home upon fifhing and 
hunting, and have a great skill in fhooting a 
Bow. The Court admires their addrefs in that 
refpect. They have brought one of their Ca- 
noes made of skins, in which they row upon ri- 
vers with an extraordinary {wiftnefs. Their Lan- 
guage having no affinity with any of thofe that 
are {poken here, I could not ask them any que- 
{tion but by the help of the two Men who 
brought them over. They affirm that there is 
no Religion among them, nor any knowledge 
of the Deity ; and yet fome tracks of Temples 
and Monafteries are to be found in that coun 
try. ‘The Prieft who has been fent thither fome 
time fince, has tranflated the Catechifm ; and 
fome of the inhabitants have already a tincture 
of the Chriftian Religion. They abhor Adul- 
tery, and though they are difperfed in the coun- 
try, without any kind of policy, or govern- 
ment, yet ’tis affirmed that they obferve among 
themifelves the rules of equity. 
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(This laf paffage, and what has been [aid of 
the Californians above pag. 90 and 91, foow that . 
Men have naturally a fenfe of Virtue, as it bas 
been proved by the Author of an Inquiry into the 
Original of our Ideas of Beauty and Virtue ; 
one of the moft boneft and beneficial Books that 
have been publifbed in our days ; a Book that de- 
ferves to be read once in a year. I have given 
fome account of it in the firft Volume of this ‘four- 
nal, Art. VII.) 
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ARTICLE XXVIL 


FRIDERICI GULIELMI BIERLIN- 
G11 Commentatio de Pyrrhonifmo Hi- 
ftorico. Lipfie 1724. 


That is, 


A TREATISE of Scepticif{m in point of 


Hiftory, Leipfick 1714. in 8v pagge 
$72. 


This Article is taken from the Bibliotheque 
Germanique. 


aye matter of this Work is both curious 
and well handled, ufeful by the folidity of 
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examples taken from antient and modern Hifto- 
ry. The Book is divided into five Chapters. In 
the firft, the Author treats of Scepticifm in gene- 
ral. Inthe fecond, he difcourfes of the neceffary 
qualifications to maké a good Hiftorian. In the 
third, he treats of the obftacles to the certainty 
and truth. of Hiftory. Inthe fourth, he exa- 
mines how far thofe Monuments, that ferve to 
write Hiftory, may be depended upon. In the 
fifth, he lays down the rules of a reafonable 
Scepticifm in point of Hiftory. This Article 
contains only an Extract of the firft Chap- 
ter. 

Scepticifm in a ftri&t fenfe, that is, to doubt 
generally of all things, and particularly of all 
hiftorical faéts, being an odious and even a chi- 
merical notion, the Author takes caré to remove 
that notion from his fyftem ; and therefore by 
Sceptici(m in point of Hiftory he means a reafon- 
abte doubt about many hiftorical facts, a doubt 
well grounded, to make a wife man fufpend his 
judgment till he is fatisfied about the truth of a 
thing. 

Our Author does not believe that Pyrrbo him- 
felf, the Head of the Seét of the Sceptics, cars 
ried his Scepticifm farther ; and he makes ina 
few words an Apology for that Philofopher 
againft the Dogmatifts, his Adverfaries. Tis 
well known that in order to make him odious, 
they raifed grofs calumnies againft him, in imi- 
tation of the Stoscs againft Epicurus. They faid 
that he was an extravagant man, who doubted 
of the moft certain things ; and they reprefent- 
ed him as an ill man who taught maxims cone 
trary to good manners, and dangerous to the So- 


ciety. Upon the firft Head the Author cape’ 
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fes himfelf thus. 7/74 any one believe, that a Man 
in bis fenfes, efpectally a Philofopher, fuch as Pyr- 
rho was, would not have removed from a loaded 
waggon ready to fall upon bim, or from a mad dog 
in the fiveet, as it bas been imputed to him (a)? 
Pyrrho ved almoft ninety years, and undertook 
long and painful travels, without being attended by 
any friends or Relations to take care of bint, 
though be would have wauted them, if bis mind 
bad been difordered. Befides, would be bave been 
honoured iu bis country with the dignity of High 
Pricf, and would the Athentans have made bin a 
Free-man of their City, if be had been as extra- 
vagait, as be was reprefented to be by his adver- 


[aries e 


They pretended to prove the other accufation 
by fome maxims of Pyrrbo, fuch as this: That 
there is ucthing boneft or difboneft in itfelf, and 
that men are moved to do what they do, either by 
cufom, or by the neceffity of the Laws. 'The Au- 
thor is far from approving this maxim ; but he 
maintains at the fame time, that it is of no ill 
confequence to the Society. ‘* It appeared to 
“ the Sceptics, /ays be, that a man fhould fol- 
“ low the cuftoms of his country (4); and they 
** did fo, living quietly and like good citizens. 
“If fome men perform fome duties, and ab- 
“ ftain from fome vices, becaufe they believe 
“that the former are honeft, and the latter 
* difhoneft and fhameful; and if others do fo, 
“ becaufe their intereft requires it, it comes to 
the fame. °Tis well known that moft men 
“ feldom aét according to their perfuafion and 
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“ their principles, but moft times according to 
<¢ their paffions and intereft”. 

The Author will give us leave to fay, that 
the maxim juft now mentioned does not appear 
to us fo indifferent as he thinks it to be in rela- 
tion to the Society. For, a man who abftains 
from an aétion, becaufe he believes it to be un- 
juft and wicked in itfelf, will have a more folid 
and conftant virtue, than he who abftains from 
it only out of conftraint and cuftom. The Com- 
monwealth will more fafely rely upon the firft 
as a good Citizen than upon the other. 

The Author adds in a marginal note: ‘* Mr. 
© Bayle has treated this fubjeét in his Zhoughts 
“¢ upow Comets ; and *tis true that the Propofition 
$* taken in general cannot be denied, becaufe it 
*¢ is confirmed by experience”; that is, that 
{peculative principles have no influence over the 
practice. 

This cannot be faid but generally {peaking ; 
and there are many exceptions againft it. If 
moft men act more out of paffion than out of 
principle, others are directed by their good 
principles to have a good conduét, as there are 
alfo but too many men, whofe bad principles 
move them to do fuch aétions as are very dan- 
gerous to the Society. 

£* Bayle (continues the Author) urging that 
€° affertion, intended to excufe the Atheifts and 
** to enforce his opinion, that fpeculative A- 
* theifm is not fo dangerous as Superftition. 
€* But that able Man might very well have laid 
** that matter afide, becaufe it is of very little 
** Importance to know, which of thofe two er- 
* rors is the moft pernicious, either Superftiti- 
** on, or Atheifm: it is enough to avoid and 
€° abhor both of them. The inftances alleged 
e by 
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‘6 by Bayle of fome Atheifts, fuch as Spinoza, 
‘¢ who lived quietly, and of fuperftitious men, 
“¢ who lead an impious and diffolute life, are 
‘¢ infignificant. “Tis a mere artifice to change 
“6 dexteroufly the ftate of the queftion, by com- 
ss paring together men of a different character. 
“ But if we fuppofe a fuperftitious Man, who 
“ is melancholic and fond of geometrical medi- 
“ tations, as Spzi0za was ; he will live as quiet- 
‘ly, notwithftanding his fuperftition, as the 
“ Atheift Spzoza. On the other hand, let 
“© Bayle bring in, tor an inftance, a daring and 
“ crafty Atheift, an Atheift greedy of what 
‘“¢ belongs to others, and violent in all his Paf- 
“ fions, fuch as Catéline; he may occafion as 
“ great troubles, not to fay greater, as thofe 
“that may arife from Superftition and Idola- 
&¢ try fl 

From Pyrrbo the Author proceeds to the Pyr- 
rhonifts or Sceptics, and can hardly believe that 
they did ever ferioufly maintain fuch an extrava- 
gant Paradox as that of doubting of every thing. 
And therefore he believes that the rafhnefs of the 
Dogmatifts in deciding every thing, as if every 
thing had been certain, threw the Pyrrhonifts 
into the oppofite extreme. There is a Medium 
between thofe two extremes, the firft whereof 
appears to be no lefs abfurd than the other, fince 
it is no lefs undeniable that there are many doubt- 
ful things, than that many are certain. ‘That 
medium confifts in examining every thing with- 
out prejudices ; in affirming nothing for certain, 
but what evidently appears to be fo; in fufpend- 
ing one’s judgment, when there is a reafon for 
it, and not running into the oppofite extreme, 
under pretence of fetting the abfurdity of the 
other in a full light. When the mind is poffef- 
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fed with a fpirit of contradiction, the moft rea- 
fonable men are frequently apt to go too far, 
The Author gives fome inftances of it. A Dutch 
Minifter, named Beker, in his enchanted World 
printed at Amfterdam in 1694, being willing 
to run down the fabulous ftories about Appari- 
tions, and the operations of the Devil, has 
wrefted thofe paflages in the Scripture, wherein 
mention is made of apparitions and poffeffions. 
Des Cartes transformed Beafts into Machines; 
and ‘Ferome Rorarius, Nuncio of Clement VII. 
at the Court of the Emperor Férdinand, under- 
took to prove, that Beafts' make a better ufe of 
their Reafon than Men. We fhall obferve here, 
that we are inclined to believe that’ Beafts make 
a better ufe than Men of the weak degree of rea- 
fon and knowledge, which they difcover'to us. 
The fpirit of contradiction (fays the Author) is 
frequently attendéd with a complacency for our 
own productions‘and opinions, and for thofe of 
our friends or mafters, and with a fear of en- 
dangering our reputation by acknowledging that 
we have been miftaken. The Author cites, as 
an inftance of it, the famous La Peyrere. At 
firft, he looked upon his fyftem about the Pre- 
Alamites, as an ingenious Romance. : Nay, ’tis 
{aid ¢ that he defigned to dedicate it to Salmas 
fius with this title: 4 Dream of a Gentleman of 
Guienie. And yet afterwards, he grew very 
fond of it, as Wagenfeil * obferved in his con- 


verfation with him, when he travelled into 
France. 
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Laftly, according to our Author, perhaps 
Scepticiim was only an ingenious invention to 
ridicule the peremptory Dogmatifts. And in- 
deed a Sceptic leaves to a Dogmatift the care 
and trouble of proving every thing; for, fince 
he profeffes to doubt of every thing, no proof 
can be required from him. | 


II. The Author having fhown that there is in 
all things an extravagant, and a reafonable Doubt, 
ufes the fame diftinétion with refpeét to Hiftory. 
It was thought neceflary long ago to admit a 
fort of Scepticiim in Hiftory, as it appears from 
a paflage quoted by the Author out of Seneca, 
(Queft. Nat. Book VII. Ch. 16.) Since the 
truth of Hiftory depends upon human authori- 
ty, that is, upon the depofition of witneffes lia- 
ble to be miftaken, or inclined to deceive others ; 
it is highly neceflary to examine the qualifica- 
tions of thofe witneffes, and the nature of the 
things related’ by them. “ If things (fays the 
“ Author) are of fuch a nature, that thofe who 
“ have tranfmitted them to pofterity, could not 
“ eafily be deceivers ; if Men neither vain, nor 
“ fuperftitious, atteft that they have feen, heard 
“ and well examined fuch and fuch a thing ; if 
“ they have no intereft to make others believe 
“it; nay, if-by relating it, they expofe them- 


“felves to great dangers, which they might 


“ have avoided by their filence; if the witneffes 
are more numerous than thofe who deny the 
“ faéts ; if the depofitions of thofe witneffes 
“ agree in the main circumftances ; laftly, if all 
“ thofe characters, or moft of them, appear in 
“* the facts, I fee no reafon to doubt of them”. 
When hiftorical Faith is grounded upon thofe 
principles, it forms a moral’ demonftration, 
sets C9 } which 
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which comes near mathematical demontftrations, 
whereof matters of fact are not capable. The 
Author makes here a very judicious reflexion, 
If we do not admit in hiftorical Faith, fuch as 
it has been juft now reprefented, a degree of 
certainty equivalent to that of mathematical Sci- 
ences, we fhall be deprived of one of the good 
proofs of the truth of the Chriftian Religion, 
becaufe that proof runs upon faéts, and human 
teftimonies. 

In order to clear this point, we fhall obferve 
that the truth of the Chriftian Religion runs in- 
deed upon a divine teftimony ; but no credit can 
be given to that teftimony without knowing pre- 
vioufly, whether thofe that bore it, {poke truth, 
and were incapable of being deceived, or de- 
ceiving others. 

Hiftorical Faith has not the fame degrees of 
certainty ; and therefore the Author ranges hi- 
{torical facts in three Claffes. The firft takes in 
thofe facts, that will not bear any reafonable 
doubt. As when faéts are attefted, without any 
variation and {ufpicion of fraud by Hiftorians who 
lived at the time when things happened, or whei 
thofe Hiftorians are otherwife credible writers. 
However, the Author takes notice that perfons 
and times ought to be carefully diftinguifhed. 
Some honeft men Cfays he) are very credulous. 
There are alfo fuperftitious Ages, which have 
brought forth falfe miracles, and the Legends of 
Popiih Saints, as well as many ftories about Ma- 
gic, apparitions, &c. related as matters of faét. 
We muft always be direéted by Reafon and Judg- 
ment in the reading of Hiftory. 

There are undeniable facts, continues the Au- 
thor. No body (for inftance) can reafonably 


doubt that there has been an Alexander, who 
overs 
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overcame Darius; a Cefar and a Pompey, who 
made war one with the other; an Auguftus, who 
obtained a famous victory over Antony; that 
Gufavus Adolphus King of Sweden entered Ger- 
many, in the war of thirty years. For, the 
Author makes no account of fome Writers, who 
are fo ridiculous as to deny what has been gene- 
rally believed at all times, and to affirm what was 
never believed by any body. Such Writers 
ought to be looked upon as men of no fincerity, 
or very forry jefters. ‘The Author alleges, as an 
inftance of that fort of Hiftorians, Autony de 
Guevara a Spaniard, Preacher and Hiftoriogra- 
pher of Charles the Fifth. ‘That pretended Hi- 
ftorian was the greateft liar in the world: he 
fported with Hiftory, as if it had been with - 
fop’s Fables. Our Author mentions alfo fome 
learned men among the Moderns, who advanced 
ftrange paradoxes in point of Hiftory. One of 
them maintained to I/aac Voffius, that Ce/ar ne- 
ver went over the Alps, and never was in 
France ; and he pretended to have proved it in 
a Differtation. 

Father Hardouin has particularly diftinguifhed 
himfelf in that kind of paradoxes. He has all 
at once deftroyed the greateft part of the Greek 
and Latin Antiquity. He has only {pared Cicero, 
Pliny, Virgil’s Georgics, the Difcourfes (Sermones) 
and Epiftles of Horace, and boldly affirms that all 
the Works of the other antient Authors, fuch as 
Thucydides, Dionyfius Halicarnaffeus, Diodorus Si- 
culus, Dion Caffius, Livy, Suetonius, Tacitus, 
&c. are fuppofititious Works, forged in the ftu- 
dy of fome learned Men of the XIII Century, 
under the Emperor Frederic H. He has not fo 
much as excepted the Verfion of the LXX, the 
Samaritan Pentateuch, Origen, St. Bafil, Gregory 
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Nazianzen, St. Ferome, Sé. Aufiin, in a word all 
the Greck and Latin Fathers. 

The Author proceeds to the facts of the fe. 
cond Clafs. ‘ I place in that Clafs Clays he) 
“ feveral facts, or rather, the reafons and cir. 
“* cumftances of thofe facts. They are indeed 
“© very probable; but they are of {uch a nature, 
“ that being compared together they afford 
“ weighty reafons for doubting”. This will be 
better cleared by examples. Every body acknow- 
ledges that the Emperor Charles the Fifth refign. 
ed the Empire; and this is a truth of the fir 
Clafs. But it is not fo with the motives of that 
refignation. Hiftorians, and Zhuauus among 
others, have alleged many, fuch as the continual 
difeafes of that Prince, an inclination to live a 

uiet and retired life, the decline of his fortune, 
and of his ftrength and age, laftly the eager de- 
fire which his fon Philip I]. expreffed to come 
to the Crown. The Author afcribes the abdica. 
tion of that Emperor to all thofe motives ; but 
he is of opinion that the two laft did fully de- 
termine him. 

The abdication of Chriftina Queen of Swe- 
den is no lefs certain than the other; but the 
reafons of ‘it are ftill more doubtful. In the 
Affembly of the States, which that Princefs cal- 
led at Upfal, to make a folemn refignation, the 
reafons fhe gave for it were the weight of the 
Government, a defire of living quietly, and the 
care of her health. She did not think fit to 
mention the care of her falvation; for though 
not long after, fhe turned Roman Catholic, yet 
it was not a proper reafon to be alleged in Swe- 
den, where fhe was well known. Every body 
believed that fhe looked upon all Religions to be 
indifferent; and if fhe embraced the Roman-Cis 
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tholic, “tis becaufe it appeared to her to be the 
prighteft and the moft proper to fet her off in 
the world. Mr. Chevreau tells us, that after fhe 
had made an abjuration in the morning at Jir- 


(puck, the was entertained with a Play in the 


yfernoon, and that fhe told then fome perfons 
of the firft rank: Gentlemen, “tis very reafouable 
yot foould give me a Comedy, after I bave given 
you 4 Farce. When fhe had made her abjurati- 
on, fhe fixed her refidence at Rome, where fhe 
fpoke as freely of her new Religion, as fhe did 
at Jufpruck., Our Author fays that he has it from 
the famous Wagen/ez/, who heard it at Rome from 
agrdve man, that Queen Chri/tina affifted at Mafs 
with great indevotion, talking, and fometimes 
lughing aloud with the Cardinals who attended 
her. 

Here follows a particular communicated to us 
byan eminent Lord, and a very credible per- 
fon, who was then at Rome in the quality of 
Envoy from a fovereign Prince of Germany. 
That Queen, to obferve the decorum of the Ca- 
tholic Church, fent one day for a Confeffor to 
her Palace. ‘That Prieft, who was not ufed to 
confefs Queens, fell upon his knees before Chri- 
fina, whereas fhe fhould have kneeled down be- 
fore him. The Queen took him up gravely, fay- 
ing: Leva tu, beftia : Rife, fool. 

Neither Chriftina’s change of Religion, nor 
the reafons fhe alleged, have been able to per- 
lade judicious men, that her abdication pro- 
ceeded from any of thofe motives ; and there- 
fore they give other reafons for it, which we 
hall exprefs in the words of our Author. “The 
: revenues of the Kingdom were quite exhauft- 
3 ed by the profufions of Chriftina. Befides, 
- Charles Guftavusy who was to fucceed her, Pn 
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“© fhe had died without children, commanded 
“ the army. Had fhe married him (as that 
“ Prince and the States of Sweden wifhed) 
“ fhe would have married her Mafter and her 
“© King ; which fhe did not like. Neither could 
“* fhe get another husband, without offending 
“° Charles Guftavus, who had the power in his 
“¢ hands, and the lave of the States. Her not 
“¢ marrying was liable to other inconveniencies, 
“ Charles Gufiavus, being an ambitious Prince, 
€f could not have born without impatience the 
“¢ delay of a fortune to which he afpired. This 
“© would have occafioned many private difcon- 
“ tents, and unavoidable troubles in the State, 
““ which perhaps would have proved fatal to 
“ Chrifina. In that fituation of affairs, fhe 
“* refolved to leave a Kingdom which fhe could 
“* not govern according to her fancy ”. 


The third Clafs takes in thofe facts and cir- 
cumftances, which require that we fhould fufpend 
our judgment, becaufe the reafons on both fides 
appear to have the fame force. The Author al- 
leges upon this head what has been faid for or 
again{t Mary Stuart Queen of Scotland ; the 
laft fteps of the famous Walftein General of the 
Emperor ; the fufpicions of Henry VIII againtt 


‘the chaftity of Aune Boley ; the reafons why 


Queen Elizabeth did not marry, and why Don 
Carlos, Son of Philip II, was put to death, and 
what fort of death it was ; the uncertainty of 
"Yt by whom Gufavus Adolphus was kil- 
ed. 

But can any one wonder that the particulars 
of what happened many Ages ago, fhould be {0 
uncertain, fince we know fo few circumftances 


and motives of the events of our own time? 
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We know, for inftance, that in the year 1700, 
the late King of Sweden was engaged in a greai 
war with the Czar and the King of Poland, and 
that he came off glorioufly in 1706. ‘That in 
the fame year, he entred Saxony with part of 
his troops, where he raifed large contributions, 
obferving however a very ftrict difcipline. That 
after the Peace of A/t-Ranfiadt he went and at- 
tacked the Czar, againft whom he loft in 1709 - 
the battel of Pu/tova. 'That he was then obli- 
ged to retire to Bender among the Turks, where 
he ftaid till 1714. ‘That upon his return into 
Sweden, he found that Kingdom upon the brink 
of its ruin by a dreadful alliance of many Po- 
tentates, again{t whom he defended himfelf with 
an intrepidity and a good fortune, whereof 
Hiflory affords few inftances. Laftly, that he 
was killed in 1718 at Fredericks Hall in Nor- 
way. But to know all the circumftances and 
motives of a conduct. which amazed the whole 
world, and all the {prings of that tragical Scene, 
isa riddle to be unfolded by pofterity. 

After all, “tis no furprifing thing that the 
cufes of great events are never, or very little 
known. Hiftorians are not acquainted with 
thofe caufes, or if they are, they have reafons 
to pafs them over in filence. Thus, for in- 
fance, fays the Author, among the feveral — 
caufes of the laft war in Bobemia, thofe who 
have writ the hiftory of that war, have omitted 
the main caufe. It was the Treaty of Succef- 
fon made in 1614 between the Emperor Mat- 
thas, and Philip 11, King of Spain. By vir- 
tue of that Treaty, the Spaniards were to fuc- 
ceed the Auftrians in the Kingdom of Bobemia, 
the Branch of Aufria fhould fail. The Bo- 
bemians looking upon that agreement, as being 
contra- 
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contrary to the laws of the Kingdom, and their 
right of election, took up arms to oppofe ir, 
‘The war proved the more bloody, becaufe the 
intereft of Religion was joined with that of the 
State. 

The Author has inferted in his Book a paf- 
faze out of aLetter of Samuel-Courad Schurz- 
fleifch, a learned German. he caufes and in- 
tives of the Revolution of Bohemia, fays that 
Writer, wuft be looked for in that Treaty, bLe- 
caufe it occasioned the troubles, which happened the 
next year, under the ufual pretence of Religion. 
And I have often wondered that Hiftoriaus bave 
not mentioned thofe veafons, fince they fhould bave 
begun with them. 

Two things appeared very ftrange in the 
conduct of the Ele¢tor of Saxony with refpect 
to that war. One was, that at firft he did not 
at all concern himfelf with it ; and the other, 
that after he had ftirred a little in favour of his 
Allies, he accepted the Pacification of Prague. 
This is alfo a myftery ; and as the Author 
rightly obferves after Le Vaffor and Bayle, fome 
have affirmed that Matthias Hoe, firft Preacher 
at the Court of Drefden, received fome money 
from the Emperor, to bring off his Mafter from 
the intereft of the Allies. 

The Author does not forget that the greateft 
revolutions have frequently been occafioned by 
very inconfiderable things ; and that thofe fmall 
fprings are generally unknown to the Public, 
becaufe fecrecy is then of very great impor- 
tance. 


I have contraéhed this Article. 














—_=——~@ rT 


an 





of LITERATURE 


ARTICLE XXVIL. 


A GRAMMATICAL DICTIONARY, 


containing the Heteroclites of the Latin 
Tongue, collected from the Clafficks then- 
felves , in which the grofs miftakes of our 
Didionaries in the names of difeafes and 
plants aré corre&ed, and their omiffions 
fupplied. With an Appendix, containing 
Obfervations upon fome paffages in Horace, 
which are imitated or tranflated from Ho- 
mer, and Explanations upon others, that 
have either been moft notorioufly miftaken, 
or foamefully overlook’d by the greateft 
Scholiafts upon that glorious Poet, which 
will both infirud the Scholar and furprife 
the Critick. In a letter to the Reverend 
and moft learned Dr. Freind. By S a- 
MUEL SHAw, M.D. Author of the 
Syntax for the ufe of Tamworth School. 
London : Printed for W. and F. Innys, at 
the Prince’s Arms at the Weft-End of 
St. Pauls, 1726. In 8% page. 128 
befides the Introduétion. 
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uc Author of this Grammatical Di€tiona- 
TL ry is one of thofe good Men, who think 
it their duty to facilitate the ftudies of young 
people, by giving them true and clear notions 
of every thing they learn. Such a defign can- 
net be fufficiently commended ; and the confe- 
quences of it will prove advantageous to the 
Public. When young Scholars are not difcoura- 
ged by difficulties and intricacies, when their 
way is made plain and ealy, they go on chear- 
fully with their ftudies, they grow fond of then, 
and will in time be an ornament to their Coun- 
try, and make ufe of their knowledge for the 
vood of the State. It is no eafy thing to teach 
well young people: fuch an employment re- 
quires a great deal of fenfe, labour and induftry ; 
and therefore thofe confcientious Men who are 
intent upon a good education of Youth, ought 
to be efteemed and encouraged, as perfons very 
ufeful to the Society. Several Books have been 
publifhed of late for the benefit of young Scho- 
Jars. The laft is this Grammatical Dictionary 
by Dr. Shaw. Any one who perufes it, will 
immediately perceive its ufefulnefs for the right 
underftanding of many Latin words. The Au- 
thor complains, that there are in our common 
Dictionaries great miftakes about the Englifh and 
Latin names of Plants, and he gives in his In- 
troduction feveral inftances of them. Where- 
upon he fays, that fince the young Scholar, “ can- 
** not depend upon his Diétionary and Gram- 
“* mar, the beft method he can take, in order 
“° to make himfelf mafter of the Clafficks, is to 
“ confult his Tutor, to ftudy Dr. Willyint, 
“ Mr. ‘Fobnfon, and Mr. Zuruer, and perufe fe- 


“© rioufly the judicious Jutroduétion to the Clafficks, 
* and 
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“ and the elegant Effay upon Rhetorick, by the 
“ ingenious, learned and honeft Mr. Blackwall”. 

The Readers will be agreeably furprifed to 
find at the end of this Grammatical Di¢tionary, 
q Letter of Dr. Shaw to the Reverend and Jearn- 
ed Dr. Freind, containing nine critical remarks 
upon as many paflages in Horace. Dr. Shaw, 
in anfwer to thofe who might fay that we have 
already Notes enough upon that Poet, obferves 
that Father Rapin fays, in his Reflexions upon 
Poetry, that there are in the verfes of Horace 
fome fecret beauties, known to very few perjons. 
J fhall infert here two or three obfervations of 
Dr. Shaw upon Horace. 


Od. Lib. I. Od. ». 
O fortes, pejoraque paffi 
Mecum fepe viri, nunc vino pellite curas : 
Cras iugens tterabimus equor. 


There is hardly an Epithet, fays Dr. Shaw, or 
a word that Horace imitated from the Greek 
Poets or Orators, but what has been obferved 
by the Critics, efpecially by Dacier. But the 
conclufion of this Ode, borrowed from Homer, 
has not been taken notice of by any of the Com- 
mentators. 


Homer fays : 


Kéxauve wav mvSov xund mp mesovres Eratcol, 
Audite meos fermones, mala quantumvis pafft. 
Odyf! XII. 271. 
yy Le TES UES VUNT weAaiyny 
Abpmy Q” omrsceucdu So alex viii wovTss 3 
"Ha sey Mavabdy rss cwnoophy cucsi my7e. 
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Nunc quidem pareamus notti nigra, 
Criamque apparemus, celerem juxta naveit mas 
(ientes 


Mane autem confcenfa navi intremus latum pontum, 







Dr. Shaw wonders that thefe verfes out of 
Homer have not been quoted upon this paflage 
in Horace. 










Od. Lib. II. Od. 14. 


Abjumet heres Cacuba dignior 
Servata centum clavibus, €8 mero 
Tinget pavimentuim fuperbum 
Poutzficum potiore cents. 
Superbum in this place is an Adverb, fays the 


Author. To prove it, he quotes thefe words 
out of the Odyffey, XIV. 92. 


















"AMel exnror | 
Krimare ducdidsoy vateCiov, sd” tn Cerdu. } 

| Sed fecuri 7 

Bona dilapidaut immoderate, neque eft parfimoute. 


This paffage is fufficient (fays Dr. Shaw) to jue 
{tify Horace, in making /uperbum an Adverb, | 
and ufing it in the fame fenfe as Homer ues 
veéeCiovy that is, extravagantly, or profufely. 
But there is another Verfe in Homer three 
lines below, of which the paffage in Horace is 
literal tranflation. 
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Some Critics are for /uperbus ; but it is not to 
be found in any Manufcript. The patrons for /a- 
perbum the Adjective will have it that pavimen- 
tum fuperbum fignifies a magnificent or Marble- 
pavement ; which Zorrentius explodes, it being 
a new and monftrous Epithet for pavimentum. 
Thofe that contend for /uperlo, conftrue it with 
wero, and fay that it fignifies noble and dear 
wine, Or, according to Daczer’s refined interpre- 
tation, wine proud to fee it felf at liberty, af- 
ter fo long and fo fevere a confinement. 

But if we read /uperbim the Adverb, fays 
Dr. Shaw, the fente will be very clear. Ho- 
race, after fome general reflexions upon the 
fhortnefs of life, and the necefliry of death, 
puts his friend Pof/umus in mind of what will, 
in all probability, happen after his own deceafe, 
notwithftanding all his pains and care ; tacitly 
advifing him to make much of himfelf, whilft 
he lived. And then he concludes thus : To 
what purpofe do you lock up fo clofe your rich 
Cecubtan wine 2? Your liberal heir will, in all 
probability, profu/ely {quander, if not waftefully 
a throw away that noble wine upon the Ground, | 
| which would be more proper for the Pontifese -_ 
eB Maxzinus, to regale his friends at his magnificent BH 
rb, entertainments. 

{es I take the words Poutificum potiore caenis to 


fignify a wine preferable to, more valuable than 
ree Be the feafts of the Pontiffs. 


is 2 
Od, Lib. III. Od. 4. 
Me fabulofe Vulture in Appulo 
Altricis extra limen Apulia, 
fi Ludo fatigatumque fomno 
Froude nova puerum palumbes 
ai Jevere. 
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Mademoifelle Le Fevre (fays our Author) jis 
the only perfon, who has given any light to 
this paflage ; but fhe and Mr. Dacier forgot that 
Horace utes fonmus here in the very fame fenfe, 
as Homer ufed vzv@ in histwo Poems. Dr. Shaw 
quotes the Odyffey VI. 1. and XII. 281. and the 
liad X. 98. to fhew from thofe paffages that 
the words Ludo fatigatuimgue fomno fignity, 
quite tired out with playing, and for want of 
fleep. 

All the Remarks of Dr. Shaw upon Horace 
are worth reading. [ think I may conclude 
this Article with this obfervation, that we do 
not underftand one antient Latin Book whatfo- 
ever fo perfectly, as we underftand thofe that 
are written in our mother Tongue. 
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ARTICLE XXVIII. 


THE History of PuysicK from 
the time of Galen, to. the beginning of 
the fixteenth Century. Chiefly with regard 
to Pra&ice. In a Difcourfe written to 
Dr. MEAD. By J. FREIND, M.D. 
Part I. containing all the Greek Writers. 
The fecond Edition, corref#ed. London: 
Printed for F. Walthoe, Fun. over-again|i 
the Royal Exchange in Cornbill. 1725. 
in Oud. pagg. 312, | 
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u1s Work has met with fo good a re- 
TL ception from the Public, that we have ale 
ready three Editions of it. The third is not 
come to my hands. Nothing could be more 
proper for a learned Phyfician, than to publifh 
a Hiftory of Phyfic from the time of Gale to the 
beginning of the fixteenth Century. Dr. Freind 
has done it with fo much learning, judgment 
and clearnefs, that his Performance will be a 
lafting Work, and caretully read not only by the 
Phyficians of our time, but alfo by thofe of fu- 
ture Ages. I add that this Book is fo enter- 
taining, that it will pleafe even all thofe curious 
perfons, who do not profefs Phyfic. 


The Public knows that Mr. Le Clerc, a Phy- 
fician of Geneva, no lefs eminent for his mo- 
defty than for his learning, (I have been feve- 
ral times in his company ) has given us a Hi- 
ftory of Phyfic to the end ot Galeu’s time. 
Dr. Freind commends that Work in the moft 
obliging manner. He fays that he has always 
had a great opinion of the learning and judg- 
ment, which that Phyfician has fhown in that 
Hiftory of Phyfic. Mr. Le Clerc (continues the 
Author) having fearched into Galen’s Works, 
and into thofe of all the Writers, who preceded 
him, for above fix hundred years, put together 
his Memoirs not only with indefatigable indu- 
ftry, but with exquifite skill. We find there 
very amply Cpurfues Dr. Freind) and clearly re- 
prefented all the Philofophy, the Theory and 
Practice of the antient Phyficians ; fo that there 
is fcarce a notion, a diftemper, a medicine, or 
even the name of an Author, to be met with 
N 4 among 
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ainong them, ot which he has not given a full 
and exact account. 

In the new Edition of Mr. Le Clerc’s Work 
there is a Plan (containing fixty-fix pages ) 
which he gives as a model to go on with the 
Hiftory of Phyfic to the middle of the fixteenth 
Century. This Piece feems to Dr. Freind not 
only a very imperfect and fuperficial perform- 
ance, but in many particulars inaccurate and er- 
roneous. Dr. Freind undertakes to fhew it in 
{everal inftances. 

Here I muft obferve a it has been faid in 
fome foreign Journals, that Dr. Freind had pub- 
lithed a Critique upon Mr. Le Clere’s Hiltory of 
Phyfic: which is. a great miftake ; and I 
hope Mr. Le Clere has been undeceived by 
this time. Dr. Freind has only criticized the 
Plan juft now mentioned. As tor the Hiftory 
of Phyfic to the end of Galen’s time, far trom 
writing againft it, he highly commends that 
Work ; and no body could have beftowed upon 
it, in few words, a more fincere and judicious 
Encomium. 

Dr. Freind makes feveral obfervations upon 
the time when Oribafius, Atius, Alexander and 
Paulus lived : whereupon he takes notice of 2 
remarkable miftake of Vander Linden, who made 
Aveteus contemporary with Strabo and St. Gie- 
gory Naztanzen, and placed them all under the 
reign of the Emperor Auguftus. 

Our Author fhows how far the four an- 
tient Phyficians juft now mentioned are ufeful ; 

and he makes the two following obfervations 
among others. We find in Oréibafius the firft 
account of a ftrange and furprifing diftempcr, 
called AvxaySpumta, a fort of melancholy and mad- 
nefs, which he defcribes thus. ‘* The perfons 
re aed 
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« affeted go out of their houfes in the night- 
¢ time, and in every thing imitate Wolves, and 
« wander among the fepulchres of the dead till 
“ day break. You may know them by thefe 
« fymptoms. Their looks are pale, their eyes 
« heavy, hollow, dry, without the leaft moifture 
“ of a tear; their tongue exceedingly parched 
“ and dry ; no {fpittle in the mouth, extremr. 
“ thirft; their legs, from the falls and bruifes 
‘they receive, full of incurable fores and ul- 
“cers”. tius gives the fame defcription of 
that diftemper, and fays it prevails moft in Fe- 
pruary. Dr. Freind obferves that the Demoniac 
in the Scripture, who was pofleffed with a like 
fort of madnefs, is reprefented as having his 
dwelling among the Tombs, Mark V. 3. and 
abiding in the Tombs, and cutting himfelf with 
the ftones, Luke VIII. 27. 

Fitius is the firft, who, from Leonides, has 
given us any account of the Dracunculi, a fort of 
worms, fometimes little, fometimes large, which 
breed moft frequently in the legs, and now and 
then in the mufcular parts of the arm. That 
diftemper chiefly affects children, and is moft 
frequently obferved in Zthiopia and India. Thofe 
worms move under the skin, without giving any. 
pain ; but in time the place fuppurates about the 
extremity of the worm, the skin opens, and 
the head of the animal appears. Care muft be 
taken to let the worm come out entirely of it- 
elf, or by the help of a ftring or incifion; for 
if it breaks, and part of it remains behind, it 
occafions exquifite pains. The worm fometimes 
is extremely long, commonly of ten or fifteen 
palms length. A/bucafis tells us, he faw one of 
twenty ; and Rba/es mentions a cafe, where * 
perfon had forty of thofe worms in his body, 
and recovered. This 
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This Book abounds with excellent and curj- 
ous obfervations upon the works of the antient 
Greek Phyficians from the time of Galen. What 
the Author fays about St. Luke’s ftyle, deferves 
in a particular manner to be inferted in this 
Extract. ‘The Greek of St. Luke comes nearer 
to the antient ftandard, than that of the other 
Evangelifts. For though he has fome mixture 
of Hellenifms and of the Syriac phrafe, which 
may be allowed in one that was born a Syrian, 
and probably converted by the Hellenifts; yer 
the reading of Greek Authors, whilft he ftudied 
Phyfic, made his language without difpute more 
exact. His ftyle is fometimes very flowing and 
florid, as when he defcribes the Voyage of 
St. Paul. St. Luke, as a Phyfician, and no doubt 
merely becaufe he was one, when there is occa- 
fion to {peak of diftempers or the cure of them, 
makes ufe of words more proper for the fubject 
than the other Evangelifts. To give one or 
two inftances of it. The perfon feized with a 
pai/y is with. great propriety called by St. Luke 
gucgreruu @, V. 18. but by St. Matthew, IX.2. 
and St. Mark, II. 3. swepaunees, a word never 
ufed by the antient Writers. "The Woman, who 
had the ¢Jue of blood, is defcribed by St. Mark, 
V. 26. as aabsou va womay tazgar x du mayiicurn Ti 
map Eau Tits, % kdey wpErnfelou, dred mua Moy els 70 yéi- 
esv ¢assou. St. Matthew IX. 20. omits all thefe 
particulars ; but St. Luke gives them quite ano- 
ther turn, foftens the paffage very much in re- 
gard to his Faculty, and inftead of relating how 
much fhe /uffered by the feveral Phyfieians, or 
how fhe grew wor/e upon her remedies, he fays 
only that her diftemper was above the reach of 
any of them to remove it 5 & iguow aa” edevis 
seen’ onyx, VIIT. 43. And you may obferve, 
4 that 
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that when he comes to fpeak of the charges the 
woman had been at, he ufes a very proper word 
GEITUVLAW TUT, whereas the word Ju. may nowoe ufed 
by St. Mark, properly fignifies (pending only in 
a riotous and luxurious manner ; and fo St. Luke 
applies it CXV. 14.) in the cafe of the prodigal 
Son. ‘Thus in fetting down the cure of the 
fame Woman, St. Matthew fays only twsu, and 
St. Mark imitating the Hebrew phrafe, expref- 
fes it by &Enegv Su 1 myi 73 apuol@. ‘The language 
of St. Luke is more fimple and more correét, as 
well as more phyfical, sn n puors. When our Sa- 
viour healed thofe, that were brought to him, of 
their difeafes, the expreffion in St. Matthew is 
derosnow, KIV. 36. and in St. Mark étovLovn, 
VI. $6. but St. Luke ufes the word that is pe- 
culiarly proper for healing, CVI. 19.) id vwiras, 
So when St. Matthew fays that the Centurion’s 
Servant was cured, VIII. 13. St. Luke tells us, 
that they found him not only recovered, but 
inavovre, (VII. 10.) 2 perfect bealib. In like 
manner, when he defcribes the young maiden 
that was raifed from the dead, upon our Saviour’s 
{peaking the word, he fays (VIII. 55.) éaseets 
™% m4, which he puts in, no doubt, as being 
the fir? fign of coming to life. We obferves the 
fame accuracy of expreffion in regard to the 
Lame, Ad7. III. 7. It is remarkable that St. Luke 
is more particular in reciting all the miracles of 
our Saviour, in relation to Healing, than the 
other Evangelifts; and that he gives us one hi- 
ftory (VII. 15.) which is omitted by the reft, 
that of ‘raifing the Widow’s Son at Nain. 


Thefe obfervations are no lefs curious than folid. 
1 with a learned Phyfician would give us a criti- 
cal 
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cal Commentary upon all thofe paffages in the 
Bible, wherein difeafes are mentioned. 

What the Author fays to fhow that the Cir. 
culation of the blood was never known to any 
body, before the celebrated Dr. Harvey, is worth 
reading, as well as his obfervations upon the 
ufefulnefs of that difcovery in Phyfic. 

Dr. Freind makes it appear, that the Greek 
Phyficians from the time of Galen have defcrib- 
ed diftempers, which were omitted before; that 
they have taught a new way of treating old 
ones ; that they have given an account of new 
Medicines, both fimple and compound, and 
made large additions to the practice of Surgery. 
And if thefe be any real improvements of the 
Art, our Author believes it cannot be denied, 
but that Phyfic made a progreds till the year 
6oo. 

This will further appear evident to any one, 
({ays the Author) who will refieét upon the ac- 
count we have of diftempers, in thefe feveral 
periods of time. Mr. Le Clerc has given usa 
Jift of all the indifpofitions and difeafes, defcrib- 
ed or mentioned by Hippocrates, which is much 
longer than what we find in Ce/fus. Dr. Freind 
wifhes that he had alfo drawn up a lift of thofe 
that occur in Galen ; by which we fhould have 
feen that the catalogue of diftempers was not fo 
much enlarged, as we might naturally imagine, 
were we to judge of it from the bulk of his 
Writings. But if we examine the works of Z- 
tius with this view, and compare his account 
with that of Gale, it will be found that the 
number of diftempers, as they are reckoned up 
by Atius, amounts to almoft a third part more. 
To inftance only in one Article, that of the 
Eyes: the diforders incident to that Organ, 4s 
they 
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they ftand recorded in Hippocrates and Cei/us, are 
much the fame, and in all about thirty. Galen 

ives the names of feveral others, which have 
no effential difference, and therefore he does not 
defcribe them. In tins, who has employed a 
whole Book and more in treating of them, you 
will find there is at leaf{t doub/e that number tul- 
ly explained, with their fymptoms and cure. 
Among thefe Ce//us defcribes only thirteen, and 
Galen {carce any, which require a manual ope- 
ration ; but in 4¢7us we meet with thirty diffe- 


rent diftempers of the Eyes, where he advifes 


the ufing chirurgical applications ; and in one of 
them (a great defluxion of humours) he at large 
recounts three feveral methods of cure by way of 
Surgery. 

As to Surgery in particular, Dr. Freind thinks 
he may affirm, without any derogation to the 
more antient Writers, that whoever carefully 
looks into :tzus and Pau/us, will be convinced 
that a great many improvements have been made 
in that branch of Phyfic, which are not recited 
in Galen, or any where elfe. And in gene- 
ral it may be remarked, that the Writers 
he has mentioned in this Period till the be- 
ginning of the feveuth Century, and thofe whofe 
remains they have preferved, were not fuch Col- 
leCtors (which is commonly the cafe) as had 
little knowledge of the fubjeét they undertook 
to treat of, but were every one of them men of 
experience and praétice. And if the later Greek 
Writers, who fucceeded them, were perfons of 
a lower character, and made little advancement 
in the Art they profeffed, it is the lefs to be 
Wondered at, fince for many Centuries an uni- 
verfal ignorance prevailed over all the world: 
and it could not be expected that Phyfic fhould 
make 
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make any progrefs, when all other Sciences and 
all forts of Learning were almoft quite exting, 
or that it fhould be exempt from the common 
calamities of thofe times. 

The Author recommends with great zeal the 
reading of the antient Phyficians, and fays that 
“the darling notion of tree-thinking, carried 
“© beyond its bounds, has done a great deal of 
“¢ mifchief in Phyfic, as well as in Divi- 
“° nity ”. 

Dr. Freind and Mr. Le Clerc have (I think) 
done very well to publifh their Hiftories of Phy- 
fic in their mother tongue. Thofe two Works 
appear to me as learned, as if they were written 
in Latin. I have read this Book of Dr. Freind 
with great pleafure, and I hope it will be care. 
fully tranflated into French for the ufe of Fo. 
reigners. This Volume is already fo well known 
by three Editions, that I fhould commit a fort 
of a fault, if I fhould enlarge upon it, as much : 
as it deferves. 
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ARTICLE XXIX. 


PHILOSOPHICAL Experiments and Ob- 
fervations of the late eminent Dr. Ro- 
BERT Hook, S.R.S. and Geom 
Prof, Greth. and other Virtuofo’s in his 
time. With copper-plates. Publifhed y 
W.DERHAM, E.R.S. London: Print- 


ed by W. and F, Innys, Printers to the 
Royal 
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Royal Society, at the Weft End of St. 
Paul's. 1726. in 8v0. page. 391. befides 


the Index. 


x. Hook, the principal Author of thefe Pa- 
D pers, being a perfon of great repute, 
Mr. Derbam thought the publication of them 
would be very acceptable to the Curious ; and 
therefore he went about that work, though he 
was fenfible that it would be very laborious, be- 
caufe the Papers were very numerous and in great 
confufion. 

After Dr. Hook’s death, his Papers fell into 
the hands of the ingenious Richard Waller Efq; 
out of which he feleéted thofe that he publifhed 
in 1705 ; and he intended others for the Prefs : 
but dying before he had accomplifhed that de- 
fign, part of the Papers were entrufted to 
Mr. Derham by Mr. Waller’s Lady and ‘fona- 
than Blackwell Efquire. When Mr. Derham 
came to perufe them, he found only here and 
there fome, that anfwered his expe¢tation : they 
have been inferted in this Volume. 

As for the other Papers interf{perfed with thofe 
of Dr. Hook, they are, for the moft part, of 
fuch confiderable Perfons, that the Reader will 
> no excufe for inferting them in this Col- 
ection. 


What I have extracted out of Mr. Derham’s 
Preface, will be fufficient for my Readers. This 
Colleétion contains many curious obfervations 
and experiments : I fhall give the titles of moft 
of them. Of the invention of the Barometer. 
Obfervations of the Pendulum-Clocks at Sea. 
An experiment of weighing Air. Experiments 
about 
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about Glafs-balls. The preffure of bodies on 
different Mediums. Propofals for finding out 
the refiftance of the Air to bodies moved through 
it. Experiments about the refra€tion of Ice and 
Cryftal. A method of making experiments. A 
Letter concerning the plague in 1665. An ac. 
count of an earthquake at Ballafore. Of a pe- 
trified bone, &c. Obfervations of water iffuing 
out of Pendle-Hil. An account of earthquakes 
at Ternata. Dr. Hook’s Weather-Wifer. Of 
large hail-ftones that fell in London. Of an 
earthquake in Somerfetfhire. Of the {mallnefs 
of the particles of water. Of a man’s lofing 
his fpeech. Of the ftructure of Hair. Of the 
fibres of the mufcles, &c. Worms, like Mille. 
pedes, in the ftomach. A Letter concerning fe. 
veral curious matters. Obfervations upon a Bat 
diffeéted. The Rule of falfe Pofition. Of 
earths, falts, &c. Of the floating of Lead. 
Experiments about the preffure of water. Im- 
provement of fcales, &c. An experiment con- 
cerning the {welling of water by freezing. Ex- 
periments fhewing the fpecific gravity of Ice. 
How to communicate one’s mind at a great di- 
ftance. A difcourfe of carriages, &c. Expe- 
riments and obfervations concerning the Baro« 
meter. Of feveral Pho/phorus’s. A difcourfe of 
the going back of the fhadow on a Sun-dial. 
Obfervations upon Gems, &c. Inftruments for 
founding the great depths of the Sea. Obfer- 
vations of the Lake Wetter in Sweden. A dif- 
courfe concerning Telefcopes and Microfcopes. 
Of a quantity of gold up the River Gambay. 
Experiments and obfervations about heated Iron. 
A difcourfe of Froft. A way to meafure heights 
and diftances at Sea. A contrivanee to increafe 
the divifions of the Barometer. Conjectures 
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about the fhell-fith called Nautilus. Ditcourfes 
concerning Amber. Obfervations concerning 
the refraétions of the Atmofphere. Of the burn- 
ing Glaffes of the Antients. An account of a 
Treatife of the Apoplexy. A Relation of pe- 
trifed bodies of Men, &c. An anfwer to fome 
particular claims of Mr. Caffinz, in his Original 
and Progrefs of Aftronomy. 

I have not fcrupled to infert this Lift, becaufe 
it will give my Readers a general notion of the 
curious matters treated of in this Book. Here 
follows an account of fome of them. 


Of the invention of the Barometer. 


In one of Dr. Hook’s Papers, which has not 
been publifhed here, becaufe tis impertect, 
Mr. Derham found the following remark. ** The 
“ Inftrument for finding the ditferent preffure of 
“ the Air upon the parts of the Earth fubjacent, 
“ was firft obferved by the Honourable Mr. Boyle, 


“who, upon the fuggeftion of Sir Chriftopher. 


“ Wren, erecting a Tube of glafs fo filled with 
“ Mercury, as is now ufually done in the com- 
“mon Barometer, in order to find out, whe- 
“ther the preffure of the Moon, according to 
“the Cartefian Hypothefis, did affect the air 5 
‘* inftead of finding the fluctuation which might 
“ caufe the Phenomena of the Tides, difcovered 
“the variation of its preffure to proceed from 


“ differing caufes, and at different times, from: 


“‘ what that Hypothefis would have prediéted. 
“ That propriety of the Air (for ought appears) 
“ was never difcovered till that time, which is 
“ not yet thirty years fince, €c.” 


Mr. Derham has added to this obfervation . 


another remark to be found in the Minutes of 
Marcu 1726, O the 
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the Royal Society, February 20. 1673 Upona 
difcourfe of fome experiments to be made with 
the Barometer onthe Monument, tt was queried, 
bow this experiment of the differing preffure of the 
Atitof[phere came at firft to be thought of ¢ And it 
was related, that it was firft propounded by Sir 
Chriftopher Wren, i order to examine Monjfieur 
Des Cartes’s Hypothefis, Whether the paffing by of 
the body of the Moon did prefs upon the Air, aid 
confequently alfo upon the body of the Water. And 
that the firft trial thereof was made at Mr. Boyle’s 
Chanber in Oxford. | 

Whereupon Mr. Derham makes the following 
remarks. Thofe obfervations (fays he) were 
made about the year 1658 or 1659. Mr. Boyle 
having then a Barometer fixed up, for obferving 
the Moon’s influence upon the Waters, happened 
to difcover the ufe of it in relation to the Wea- 
ther, and to affure himfelf that it was the Gra- 
vitation of the Atmofphere, which kept up the 
Quickfilver to fuch an height, as the Learned 
abroad, particularly Zorriceli, had fufpected be- 
fore. 

But though that ufe of the Barofcope is owing 
to Sir Chriftopber Wren and Mr. Boyle, yet Mr. 
Derham, in order to do every man juftice, has 
thought fit to give the Hiftory of that excellent 
Inftrument from the Extracts of a very ingeni- 
ous Friend. 

The firft Inventor of it was Torricelli at Flo- 
rence, in 1643; from whence Father Mer/enue 
brought it into France the year following. And 
Mr. Pafca/ being informed of it by Mr. Petit the 
Engineer, they both tried it in 1646 at Rowei, 
with the fame fuccefs as it had been tried in Ita- 
Jy Some time after, an experiment was made 
with a Tube of forty fix feet, filled with gre 
an 
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and alfo with wine: which experiment Mr. Pa/- 
cal gave an account of in a Piece printed in 
1647; in which year he was informed of Zorri- 
celli’s {olution of the Phenomenon, by the 
weight of the Air ; and he devifed, for the ex- 
amining of it, the famous experiment with two 
Tubes, one within the other; which he menti- 
ons in a Letter written in November 1647. 
Laftly, in 1648, the fame Mr. Pa/cal made his 
experiments on the tops and bottoms of hills, 
buildings, &c. which laft experiments Mr. Des 
Cartes laid claim to, affirming that he defired 
Mr. Pafcat to make them two years before, and 
predicted their fuccefs, contrary to Mr. Pa/cal’s 
fentiments. 

Mr. Azout laid the fame claim; but it is the 
moft probable that Mr. Pa/cal had the beft title. 

This experiment which Zorricel/i made with 
Quickfilver, Galileo had in effe€t tried with wa- 
ter in long Tubes by pumping ; with which he 
found he could never get the water to afcend 
above thirty three feet. But the caufe he could 
never hit upon. 

After the Zorvricellian experiment had been 
much celebrated in feveral places, at laft Otto de 
Guerich, Conful cf Magdeburg, was informed of 
it by Father Valerian at Ratisbon, who claimed 
itas his own invention. But this was not till 
the year 1654. After which, @uerich’s experi- 
ment (called the Magdeburg-experiment ) was 
much talked of. 

From this fhort Hiftory of the Barometer, 
hot only the Inventor and Improvers of it ap- 
pear, but in fome mteafure alfo the excellent 
ules of it: particularly the gravitation of the 
incumbent Atmofphere, Cone of the nobleft 
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philofophical difcoveries) the changes of the 
Weather, &c. 








Dr. Fobi Carte fent the following account to 
Dr. Hook trom Manchefter, Auguft 25. 1682. 

A Girl about eight years of age, who felt a 
pain in her Stomach, having taken a purging 
powder, vomited a fort of Infects, to the num. 
ber of about a hundred, very much refembling 
little Aiepedes. The Author of this Letter 
faw fome of thofe Worms, and fent fix of them 
to Dr. Hook. The length of one of the big- 
geft was ; of an inch. 















| 
Mr. Youge, in a Letter to Dr. Hook, tells him | 
among other things: °* There late died in Cori | 
** wall a woman of about 154 years of age. I 
“* have employed a friend to give me a particus 
“Jar account of her manner of living, &c. 
f 
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“ which I will not fail to tranfmit to your hands”, 
Many people live to a very great age in Eng- 


land. I wonder, care has not been taken to t 
know their way of living. Such an enquiry ap- § 
pears to me very important. | G 

fo 


A Defcription of the Lake Wetter in S:vedcit, cc 
nade in the year 1688. 











Olaus Magnus, and feveral other Writers, ha- 
ving related wonderful things concerning the 
Lake Vetter in Sweden, the Author of this 
Piece, who is. unknown to Mr. Derbam, re- 
folved to go and fee that Lake in the Summer, 
that he might have a true notion of it. From 
Askerjund, on the North, to ‘Fonekopen towards 
the South, it is 14 Swedifh miles long, * in 
ome 















Art.29. Of LITERATURE. 212 


fome places three Swedifh miles broad, and ir 
others only two. A Swedifh mile is fix Englith 
miles. ‘That Lake divides Gotbland into two 
arts: that on the Eaft is called Ofrogorhland, 
and that on the Weft, Weftrogothland. Not far 
from the end of it on the Eaft fide, there is a 
celebrated mountain, named Abie or Obie, and 
near it the City of Wadfein ; and oppofite to ir, 
on the Weft-fide, is the old Town of Ho. 
The Depth is very different, being in fome pla- 
ces only fourfcore fathoms, but in others no 
bottom can be found. Of this the Author was 
sffured by an experiment which Mr. Ericus St- 
monius, Minifter of Wadftein, a very credible 
perfon, communicated to him. That Minifter 
told him that not long before, one Benedi{? An- 
berri, a Citizen of Wadftein, founded the Wet- 
ter, near the fhore of the Town of Grenuer, with 
a Line of fome hundred fathoms, and could 
fnd no bottom. Such another Aby{s is near the 
clifts of the mountain Ome, which has eluded 
the induftry of all thofe that have founded it. 
So likewife on the fide of MWefircgotbland, the 
Governor, Count ‘Fohn Oxeujterne, defiring to 
found the depth with 300 fathoms of Line, 
could find no bettom, as the fifhermen who made 
the trials, and were yet alive, did teftity. 

The water is fo clear, that a {mall piece of 
Money may be feen to a great depth. The Mi- 
nifter above mentioned faw a {mall piece of fil- 
ver, in a calm day, 60 cubits deep; but the wa- 
ter at a greater depth from the furface, feems 
tinged with a kind of Green. “Tis a furprifing 
thing that the water fhould not be fullied, not- 
Withftanding fuch a great abundance of filth, 
that is wafhed down into that Lake from the 
os" -Mouns 
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mountains and hills with which it is furrounded. 
Though the Lake is fo vaft, yet *tis free from 
Rocks, and has but few Iflands, the chief of 
which is Wifingfoe, formerly the Seat of the 
Counts of Brabe. It lies in the middle of the 
water, between Grennam of Smoland, and Ie. 
firogothland ; and on the North, lies the Ifle of 
Rockuens. Some few other Iflands, very {mall, 
lie near the fhores. The Lake being expofed to 
the winds, and encompafled with mountains, ’tis 
no wonder it is frequently ruffled with ftorms : 
its furface, as fmooth as a looking-glafs, is often 
moved fuddenly, before the leaft breath of Air 
can be felt ; which feems to proceed from a ftorm 
in fome other part of the Lake, communicated 
under water, before it can arrive above by the 
Air. For, it frequently happens in that Lake, 
that Ships are rufficd, and driven with ftorms in 
one part, whilft others, hard by, are rowing 
and becalmed ; which is a plain fign that thofe 
ftorms are occafioned by the eruption of fubter- 
raneous winds, as Varenzus explains them in his 
General Geography. Several Phenomena con- 
firm this fufpicion. For upon the approach of a 
ftorm, a rumbling or thundering noife of the 
water is heard, whilft the Air is yet ferene: 
which the Author obferved, going to the Av- 
dule Medtvienfes ; he heard that thundering, 
whilft the Air was moft calm; and a whirling 
ftorm prefently followed. This the inhabitants 
of Wifiugfoe do more plainly know, who lying 
oppofite to thofe Iflands from whence the ftorm 
comes the next day, do hear this thundering 
noife, like the difcharge of Cannon. And when 
this roaring is heard from the Eaft, the Eaft-wind 
rages with hail and rain. The fudden rifing of 
vapours, which fome have remarked in this Lake, 
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js worthy of notice. The Architect W7uandz, 
going along thofe coafts with his company, ob- 
jerved, hot without admiration, that the water 
being calm, {mall clouds darted out of it; and 
they infefted thofe travellers all the day with 
{mall rain. This is alfo a proof of the fubterra- 
neous winds. 

What follows, is doubtlefs to be afcribed to 
the fame caufe, continues the Author. ‘The Ice 
in the Spring is fo thick and ftrong, as to bear 
horfes and fledges ; and the next hour, thofe 
that are carried on the ice, might as fafely navi- 
gate in boats, the ice fo fuddenly breaking and 
difappearing. But before fuch ruptures happen, 
a roaring of the water is heard, which terrifies 
the travellers, and warns them to fly off. ‘Thofe 
who are far from the fhore, are often drowned 
prefently, or, with great difficulty, efcape upon 
pieces of ice. Sometimes alfo the ice fuddenly 
finks, when the Air is not in the leaft moved. 
The Author fays, that he will not for the pre- 
{ent enquire, whether metallic vapours may con- 
tribute to the raifing of thofe fubterraneous 
winds. But he obferves that thofe vapours are 
not wanting there, fince the mountains that en- 
compafs the Lake on the North, and the fhores 
of Weftrogothland, are richly furnifhed with me- 
tals and minerals. ‘To the fame caufe are to be 
alcribed the Igues fatui, frequently obferved in 
the night, not only upon the fhores, but alfo 
upon the middle of the Lake. ‘They fly up and 
down, and confoynd the fifhermen. 

Among many other ftrange qualifications of 
the Lake etter, the Author mentions the won- 
derful fubmarine Vortices, and violent Torrents, 
Which caufe great trouble to the fifhermen, when 
the winds fet againft the only muuth of that 
O 4 Lake. 
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Lake. ’Tis believed that the Wetter has a com- 
munication, by fubterraneous paflages, with ano- 
ther Lake, called the Wenner, about ten Swedifh 
miles diftant. And the feveral Vorago’s that are 
between them, feem to confirm that conjecture. 
Mr. [addorphius, a celebrated Antiquary of Swe- 
den, endeavoured to found two of thofe Vora- 
go’s lying in the Parifh of Fagren, one of which 
is called the black, and the other the white Ko. 
rago ; but he found them of an unmeafurable 
depth. He obferved alfo an inteftine motion in 
them, as if they were in a fermentation. What 
confirms the opinion juft now mentioned, is that 
the water of the Lake Wetter increafes for the 
{pace of fome years, and the next years confide- 
ribly diminifhes. Mr. Daniel Ridelius, Minifter 
of Motalen, obferved that for feven years, the 
water of fome parts of the Lake was fo much 
wafted , that many places were left bare, which 
ufed to be covered with water, that carried 
toats. And in the year 1686, towards the Au- 
tumn, the water began again to increafe, and 
continued fo to the year 1688, when the Author 
made thefe obfervations. He adds that he can- 
not pofitively affirm, whether the Lake Wetter 
obferves fuch periods of feven years in increafing, 
and decreafing, as the Lake Wenner is afferted 
to do. °*Tis alfo obfervable that in a calm 
Air the Guns of Stockholm, and other places 
thirty Swedifh miles diftant, are plainly heard 
there. 

The only Mouth of the Lake Wetter is the 
celebrated River Motala, whofe waters are fome- 
times flapt ; fo that one may go and take up 
the fifh that are left at the bottom ; as it hap- 
pened in the years 1682 and 1685, at Chrift- 
mas. The Author conjectures that the - or 
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frow, obftruéts the paflage of the water in the 
upper part of the River, whilft the running wa- 
ter flows out into the Sea. That opinion is 
grounded upon the following reafons: 1. this 
{top never happens in the Spring, Summer, or 
Autumn, but always about Chriftmas, or at the 
beginning of the year: 2. it happens only near 
the Bridge, where the water is but three Ells 
deep. : 

‘The Minifter of Motalen, who lived near 
the Bridge, judged that conjecture to be very 
rational, from his own and others experience ; 
for he obferved that feveral forts of plants grew 
in the water near the Bridge, and that the ice 
and {now being entangled with them, were car- 
tied to the Bridge, and fo accumulated againft 
it, as to make an abfolute Dam to the River. 
The Millers alfo who live there, fay that ufu- 
ally, before fuch a ftop, many white lumps flow 
out of the Lake, which fticking, like glue, to 
the Bodies they meet with, do by degrees fink 
there to the bottom. 

This Phenomenon has been mentioned and 
explained after the fame manner, in the Me- 
moires Literaires de la Grande Bretagne, 'Tome 
V. pag. g. The Defcription of the Lake Wet- 
ter is not fo well written, as the other Pieces: I 
have made the Extract of it as clear as I could. 
There is a vaft number of obfervations relating 
to natural Hiftory, difperfed up and down in 
agreat many Volumes. Perhaps it were to be 
wifhed that the moft curious and ufeful fhould 


befelected, and printed in a clear and neat ftyle. 
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ARTICLE XXX. 


REMARKS upon the Obfervations made 
upon a Chronological Index of Sir 1s A ac 
NEWTON, tranflated into French by 
the Obfervator, and publifbed at Panis, 
By Sir J.N. 
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This Article is taken from the Philofophica! 
Tranfactions, N° 389. 







N Lhurfday November 11, 1725. A final 
Tract in print was deliver’d to me, asa 
Prefent, from Mr. Wiliam Cavelier, Jun. a Book- 
feller at Paris, a Perfon unknown to me, entitu- 
Jed, Abregé de Chronologie de M. le Chevalier New- 
ton, fait par lui méme, 8 traduit fur le Manufcript 
Angiois. And the Bookfeller hath premifed an 
Advertifement, in which he endeavoureth to de- 
tend himfelf for printing it without my Leave, 
faying, that he had writ three Letters to me 
for my Leave, and in the Third had told me, 
that he would take my Silence for a Confent ; 
and that he had alfo charged one of his Friends 
in Loudon to {peak to me, and procure my eX- 
prefs Anfwer ; and that having long expected 
my Anfwer, he thought that he might take my 
Silence for a Sort of Confent, and fo procured 
a Privilege, and printed it, and then received 
2 my 
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my Anfwer from his Friend, which was as fol- 
lows. 


bp sapped that I wrote a Chronological Indes 
for aparticular Friend on condition that it foould 
sot be communicated. As I bave not [een the Ma- 
sufcript which you have under my Name, I kuow 
wot whetber it be the fame. That which 1 wrote 
was not at ali done with Defign to publifo it. I 
intend not to meddle with that which bath been gi- 
ven you under my Name, uor to give any Confent to 


the publifbing of it. 
I ain, 


Your very humble Servant, 


London, May 27, 


Isaac NgEwTon. 
1725, St. Vet. 


The Privilege was granted May 21, and re- 
gifter’d May 25 Old Style, my Letter was dated 
May 27, and the Chronological Index, or A- 
bridgment as he calls it, was printed before the 
Arrival of my Letter, and kept ever fince to be 
publifh’d at a convenient Time. 'The Book{fel- 
ler knew that I had not feen the Tranflation of 
the Abridgment, and without feeing it could 
not in reafon give my Confent to the Impref- 
fion. He knew that the Tranflator was unknown 
to me, and was againft me ; and therefore he 
knew that it was not fit that I fhould give my 
Gonfent, nor be ask’d to do it. He knew that 
the Tranflator had written a Confutation of the 
Paper tranflated, and that this Confutation un- 
der the Title of Ob/ervations, was to be printed 
at the End of it, and he told me nothing of all 
on ro this, 
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this, nor fo much as the Name of the Obferva- 
tor, and yet asked my Confent to the publifh- 
ing ; as if any Man could be fo foolifh as to 
confent to the publifhing of an unfeen Tranfla- 
tfon of his Papers, made by an unknown Per- 
fon, with a Confutation annexed, and unan{wer- 
ed at their firft Appearance in Publick. 

After the Recital of my Letter, he adds, that 
the Author of the Traniflation, and of the Ob- 
fervations upon it, pretends to have an entire 
Gertainty that this Index, or Abridgment of 
Chronology, is the fame with the Writing 
own’d by me in my Letter, and is perfuaded 
that the Manufcript, which hath been commu- 
nicated to him, hath been copied from that of 
this Friend, that is, from that of the particular 
Friend above-mention’d in my Letter. And 
therefore the Manufcript, which hath been com- 
municated to him, is that of Abbé Conti, a no- 
ble Venetian now at Paris. He, being about 
feven years ago in England, gave me notice, 
that the Friend above-mention’d defir'd to fpeak 
with me. And this Friend then defired a Copy 
of what I had written about Chronology. I 
replied that it was imperfcét and confus’d, but 
in a few Days I could draw up an Abftraét there- 
of, if it might be kept fecret. And fome Time 
after I had done this, and prefented it, this 
Friend defir’d that Signor Conti might have a 
Copy of it. He was the only Perfon who had a 
Copy, and he knew that it was a Secret, and 
that it was at the Defire of this Friend, and by 
my Leave, that he had a Copy, and he kept it 
fecret, while he ftaid in England ; and yet, with- 
out either this Friend’s Leave or mine, he di- 
{fpers’d Copies of it in France, and got an An- 
tiquary to tranflate it into French, and to o 
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fute it; and the Antiquary hath got a Printer 
to print the Tranflation and the Confutation ; 
and the Printer hath endeavour’d to get my Leave 
to print the Tranflation, without fending me a 
Copy thereof to be perus’d, or telling me the 
Name of the Tranflator, or letting me know 
that his Defign was to print it with a Confuta- 
tion unanf{wer’d and unknown to me. | 

The Tranflator near the End of his Obferva- 
tions (Page go.) faith, I believe that I have faid 
enough concerning the Epocha of the Argonauts, 
and the Length of Generations, to make People 
cautious about the reft. For thefe are the two 
Foundations of all this new Syftem of Chrono- 
logy. What he faith concerning the Epocha of 
the Argonauts, is founded on the Suppofition that 
I place the Equinox in the Time of the Argo- 
yautic Expedition, fifteen degrees from the firft 
Star of Aries, Pag. 75, 79. I place it in the 
Middle of the Conftellation, and the Middle is 
not fifteen Degrees from the firft Star of Aries. 
The Obfervator grants that the Conftellations 
were formed by Cohirou, (Pag. 70, 71, 79.) and 
that the Solftices and Equinoxes were then in 
the Middle of the Conftellations (Pag. 65, 69, 
ny.) and that Eudoxus, in his Euoptrou or Spe- 
culum cited by Hipparebus, followed this Opini- 
on, Pag. 62, 63, 65, 69, 79. And ¢ Hipparchus 
names the Stars, through which the Colures paf- 
fed in this old Sphere, according to Eudoxus, 
and faith exprefsly that Eudoxus drew one of 
thefe Colures through the Middle of Cancer and 
the Middle of Czprécoru, and the other through 
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t See Hipparchus publifh'd ly Petavius, Vol. 3. Pag 116, 
117) 110) 120, 
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the Middle of Chele and the Back of Aries, 
And the Calurus, paffing through the Back of 
Aries, paffes through the Middle of Aries, and 
is but eight degrees from the firft Star of Aries, 
I follow Eudoxus, and, by doing fo, place the 
Equinoétial Colure about 7 gr. 36’ from the firft 
Star of Aries. But the Obfervator reprefents, 
that I place it fifteen degrees from the firft Star 
of Aries, and thence deduces that I fhould have 
made the Argonautic Expedition 532 Years earlier 
than I do. Let him reétify his Miftake, and 
the Argonautic Expedition will be where I place 
it. 
As for the Length of Generations, the Obfer- 
vator faith, that I reckon them one with ano- 
ther at 18 or 20 Years a piece (Pag. §2, $5.) 
which is another Miftake. I agree with the An- 
tients in reckoning three Generations, at about 
an hundred Years. But the Reigns of Kings I 
do not equal to Generations, as the antient Greeks 
and Egyptians did ; but I reckon them only at 
about 18 or 20 Years a piece one with another, 
when ten or twelve Kings, or more, are taken 
in continual Succeffion. So the firft 24 Kings 
of France ( Pharamond, &c.) reigned 458 Years, 
which is one with another 19 Years a piece. The 
next 24 Kings of Frauce (Ludovicus Balbus, &c.) 
reigned 451 Years, which is one with another 
18; Years a piece. The next 15 Kings (Pdili- 
pus Valefius, &c.) reigned 315 Years, which is 
one with another 21 Years a piece. And all the 
63 Kings of France reigned 1224 Years, which 
is 19: Years a piece. And if the long Reign of 
Lewis XIV. be added, the 64 Kings of Frawce 
will reign but 20 Years a piece. And they that 
examine the matter, will find it fo in other King- 


doms: And I fhorten the Duration of the a 
| tient 
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tient Kingdoms of Greece, in the fame propor- 
tion that I fhorten the Reigns of their Kings, 
and thereby place the Argonautic Expedition 
about 44. Years, and the taking of Troy about 76 
Years after the Death of Solomon, and find See 
fyfris contemporary to Sefac. 

So then the Obfervator hath miftaken my 
Meaning, in the two main Arguments on which 
the whole is founded, and hath undertaken to 
tranflate and to confute a Paper which he did 
not underftand, and been zealous to print it 
without my Confent ; though he thought it good 
for nothing, but to get himfelf a little Credit, 
by tranflating it to be confuted, and confuting 
his own Tranflation. 

The Obfervator faith, that I fuppofe that the 
Egyptians began, about goo Years before Chrift, 
to form their Religion, and deify Men for their 
inventing of Arts, notwithftanding that it ap- 
pears by the Scriptures, that their Idolatry and 
Arts were as old as the Days of Mofes and Fa- 
tb, Pag. 82, 83. But he is again miftaken. [I 
deny fot that the Kingdom of the lower Egypt, 
called Mizraim, had a Religion of their own, 
till they were invaded and fubdued by the Shep- 
herds, who were of another Religion: but I fay, 
that when the Zhebaus expelled the Shepherds, 
they fet up the Worfhip of their own Kings and 
Princes. I fay alfo, that Arts were broughs 
into Europe principally by the Phanicians and 
Curetes, in the Time of Cadmus and David, 
about 1041 Years before Chrift; and do not de- 
hy that they were in Phenicia, Egypt, and Idue 
mea, before they came into Europe, 

The Obfervator faith alfo, that 884 Years be- 
fore Chrift, I place the Beginning of the cani- 
cular Cycle of the Egyptians upon the vernal E- 
quinox, 
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quinox, although that Cycle never begins in 
Spring, Pag. 84,85. But he is again miftaken, 
I meddle not with that Cycle, but {peak of the 
Egyptian Year of 365 Days. . 

The Obfervator reprefents, that I have a great 
Work to come out: but I never told him fo, 
When I lived at Cambridge, I us’d fometimes to 
refrefh myfelf with Hiftory and Chronology for 
awhile, when I was weary with other Studies: 
but I never told him, that I was preparing 
Work of this kind for the Prefs. 

Abbé Conti came into England in Spring 115, 
and, while he ftaid in England, he pretended to 
be my Friend, but affifted Mr. Leibuitz in en- 
gaging me in new Difputes, and hath fince act 
ed im the fame Manner in Frauce. The Part he 
acted here may be underftood by the Character 
given of him in the Adia Eraditorum for the 
Year 1721, Pag. 90. where the Editor, excu- 
fing himfelf from repeating fome Difputes which 
had been publifh’d in thofe Ada, fubjoins : Suffe- 
cerit itaque annotaffe Abbatem quendam Italuim de 
Conti nobilen Venetum (de quo admiratione digna 
fbi prefcripta effe ab Hermauno fatetur Leibni- 
tius) cum ex Gallia in Augliam trajeciffet, media 
toris vices in fe fufcipere voluiffe, atgque literas 
Newtoni ad Leibnitinm deferri curaffe, Leitniti- 
anas cum Newtono communicaffe. And how 
Mr. Leibuitz by this Mediation, endeavour'd 
to engage me, againft my Will, in new Dif- 
putes, about occult Qualities, univerfal Gravity, 
the Senforium of God, Space, Time, Vacuum, 
Atoms, the Perfection of the World, Supra- 
mundane Intelligence, and Mathematical Pro- 
blems, is mention’d in the Preface to the {e- 


cond Edition of the Consuuercium Epiftoticum. 
And 
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And what he hath been doing in Ita/y, may be 
underftood by the Difputes raifed there by one 
of his Friends, who denies many of my Opti- 
cal Experiments, though they have been all tried 
in France with Succefs. But I hope that thefe 
Things, and the perpetual Motion, will be the 


 jaft Efforts of this Kind. 
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ARTICLE XXxXI. 


EvurirpPipis Hecuba, Oreftes, & Phe- 
niffe. Collatis decem Manufcriptis tex- 
tum & fcholia emendavit : Scholiis ine- 
ditis, Verfione elegantiore, notis perpe- 
tuis, & diflertatiunculis de metro Tra- 
gico auxit, & illuftavit JOHANNES 
Kine, Coll. Regal. Cantab. Socius. 
Cantabrigie : TypisAcademicis. 1726. 


That 1s, 


THE three firft Tragedies of EURIPI- 
DES, publifhed by JOHN KING, Fel- 
low of King’s College, at Cambridge. Cam- 
bridge. 1726. Two Volumes in 8v0. The 
firft contains 447 pages, and the fecond 
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N order to give a valuable Edition of the 
I three firft Tragedies of Euripides, Mr. King 
has carefully collated all the Manufcripts of thofe 
Pieces, to be found in England, and the oldeft 
printed copies ; by which means having a great 
number of various readings, though the Text 
of Mr. Barnes’s Edition, which he has chiefly 
followed, abounds with errors, and miftakes 
in the Meters, yet he has been enabled ina 
very great meafure to reftore it to its purity. 

The Scholia, colleéted by Arfenius from feve- 
ral Manufcripts, are often very faulty in the 
other Editions, wrongly placed, repeated, cur- 
tailed, and always confounded and mixed with 
the Paraphrafe ; nor have they been increafed, 
ever fince they came out at Venice the firft time 
in 1534. But in this new Edition, with the 
help of Manufcripts, a great many faults in 
thofe Scholia have been mended ; what was be- 
fore out of its place, appears now where it fhould 
be ; thofe Notes that were wrongly put toge- 
ther, are feparated ; new Scholia have been ade 
ded ; laftly, the Paraphrafe has been printed by 
it felf, and frequently enlarged with fhort notes 
interlined in the Manufcripts. 

As for the Tranflation, Mr. King has follow- 
ed the common one; but he has altered it, 
where-ever it was obfcure, too literal, and did 
not fufficiently exprefs the fenfe of the Author, 
which happened in a thoufand places. 

Mr. King has inferted at the end of the {e- 
cond Volume his own annotations, in which he 
clears the difficult paffages, and gives an account 
of all the emendations ; and becaufe moft of 
them concern the Meters, which are not com- 
monly known, he has thought fit to explain = 
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different meafures of the Verfes, in the fame 
order as they offer themfelves to the Read- 


ers. 


The Reverend Dr. Hare, Dean of Worcefter, 
fays in his Edition of Terence, that Zrochz: 
Verfes are more antient than the lambic, a 
that the latter are derived from the tore. 
Mr. King is of another opinion, and conclu.1» 
his Preface with fome obfervations upon tliat 
fubject. 


This beautiful and valuable Edition of the 
three firft Tragedies of Euripides will be very 
acceptable to the lovers of the Greek Poets. 





ARTICLE XXXII. 


HAGU E. 


L New Journal of Literature has been late- 
ly publifhed with this Title : 


_ Hiftoire Literaire de P Europe, &c. Mois de 
Janvier 1426. Tome. Ala Haye, chez MG. 
De Merville. 1726. In a {mall Offavo and a 
large Print. 


That Journal will come out évery month, and 
contain fix fheets. It appears by the fiith Arti 
cle of ‘Fanuary, that Cardinal Granvelle left be- 


hind him a prodigious number of Letters and 


P 2 other 
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other papers relating to his Miniftry, none of 
which have yet been printed. 

The Author of this new Journal tells us that 
the Critical Letters (See above pag.79) faid 
to have been written to Father Caffe by an Eng- 
lifh Knight, are the work of a Frenchman. (J 
thought fo, as foon as I read the title of thas 
Book.) He adds that a report goes about, that 
Father Ca/te/ has taken the beft things and what 
is moft new, in his Zreatife of univerfal Gra- 
vity, from a Book of another Jefuit, printed in 
Italy, and almoft unknown every where elfe. 


Il. Mr. Sauriz, an eminent Minifter of the 
French Church, goes on with his Letters to the 
Roman-Catholics of France. In the three frft 
Letters, he undertook to prove that the objecti- 
ons of the Roman-Catholics againft the exami- 
nation of Religion are as ffroug againft them as 
againft the Proteftants. Now he fhows in feve- 
ral other Letters that thofe difficulties are (roi 
ger againft them than againft us. In the laft 
Letter that is come out, the Author anfwers di- 
rectly the objections againft examination. 

“¢ A Man of honour (fays Mr. Saurin, pag. 
6° 215) affured me that he had feen an Edi- 
“ tion of St. Auftin, the title whereof import- 
°° ed that care had been taken to leave out of 
€¢ it all the paflages, which might be favourable 
* to Heretics”. ‘The perfon who faid fo, meant 
the Venice-Edition of St. Auftin’s Works apud 
Funtas 1§84. Mr. Saurin may depend upon it, 
that the Text of St. Auftin has not been cor- 
rupted in that Edition. ‘The Editors did only 
leave out, as it was ordered in the Index expure 
gatorius, the fummaries and /bort notes that were 


in the margins of the former Editions ; and 
they 
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they mean nothing elfe by the words of the title 
above mentioned. 


(This matter has been cleared in the former 
Memoirs of Literature. See the word Auguftin. 
in the Lables.) 


PETERSBURG. 


r. Herman, Profeffor of Mathematics in 

the Univerfity of Francfort upon the O- 

der, is arrived here. He has been very well re- 

ceived : he has very fine lodgings, and a pen- 

fion of two thoufand Rubles. We expect eve- 

ry day from Switzerland Meffieurs Nicolas and 

David Bernoulli, Sons of the famous Mathema- 
tician Mr. ‘Fobu Bernoulli of Bafil. 


. MOSCOW. 


M* Athanafius Schiada, a native of the Ifle 
of Cephalonia, Profeffor of the Greek 
Tongue in this City, is about a Differtation up- 
on the Town of Derbent, which he will fend 
to the Royal Society of Berlin, with a Cata- 
logue of the Works of St. Ephrem, many of 
which have not been yet publifhed. He fays, 
he will alfo publifh in time a Puleograpbia 
Graca. 


DANTZICK. 


T Jere follows the Epitaph which Mr. Paul 

Pater, Profeffor of Mathematics in our 
College, left behind him. Hic fitus ef Pautus 
Pater, Mathematatum Profefor , qui nefcivit 
ht Vita quid fit cum morbis conflittari, iva moveri, 
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eupiditate aduri. Deceffit vita celebs. Mr. Pas 
ter was a very laborious man: he feldom flepr 
above two hours in the fummer, and four in 
the winter. 


FRANCFORT upon the Oder. 


Rr. Goelicke, Profeffor of Phyfic, has pub- 
lifhed a Book in 4to againft the exiftence 
of the animal Spirits. 


Spiritus er foro medico relegatus, five Di{quifi- 
tionum Phyfiologico-Pathologicarum Trias, qua fa 
bulofe Medticorum traditiones de Spirituum anima- 
linn exiftentia, natura, proprietatibus, & effetti- 
bus morbofis enarrantur, totum Syftema vanitatis 
falfitatifque coarguitur, tandemque in exilium illu 
rvelegandum effe concludttur. 


Eeirsicsz. 


I. TT" EY are printing here a fine Edition of 

the Scriptores Rez ruftice, with the Cil- 
dations of Angelus Politianus, and many new re- 
marks fent to the Bookfeller by fome learned 
men of Italy. 


II. Dr. Carpzou has publifhed a Differtation 
entitled, Vindicie Critice Codicis facri Hebréi, 
adverfus criminationes Guil. Whiftoni, &c. 


GOTH A. 


H' s moft Serene Highnefs has lately bought 
three Volumes in folio of very curious ori- 
ginal Letters of Cardinal Hofius, and of many 
Nuncios and Divines to that Cardinal. T = 

three 
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three Volumes were taken at Hei/sberg in Pruj- 
fity (where Hofius refided) by fome perfons be-~ 
longing to the late King of Sweden, when that 
Prince was there. | 


UL M. 


Treafure of the Teutonic Antiquities, by 

the late ‘Fob Schilter, a famous Civilian 
of Strasburg, is to be printed by Subfcription. 
Three Volumes iu folio. 


MEMMINGEN. 


r. Schelborn has lately publifhed a fmall 
Latin Book in 8vo intitled Amenitates 
d Literarie, confifting of twelve Articles. In the 
frft, he mentions fome f{carce Books publifhed 
when the Art of printing was invented. The 
fecond and third treat of the Life and Works of 
Marfilius Ficinus ; and the Author clears him 
if ftom the charge of Magic. The fifth and fixth 
J Articles contain a Differtation, never before pub- 
7 lifhed, of the late learned Wagenfeii upon Pope 
sd foan, with feveral proofs of the falfity of that 
Hiftory. {In the feventh, the Author mentions 
the fecond Edition of the New Teftament of 
mn Erafmus. 'The tenth and eleventh contain fome 
si, Letters of Fulius Cefar Scaliger, and other 
learned Men. Laftly, the twelfth concerns an 
old Edition of Ladtantius. 


-“ & ie a - 


LAUSANNE. 


ti M: Ruchat will thortly publith the Hifory 
ny of the Reformation of Switzerland in 
of # French. “He is writing a general Hiftory of the 
ree P 4 fame 
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#3 
fame Country, and a Hiftory of the Pays ae 
Vaud. 


BRESCIA, 


r. Roncalli has publifhed the two following 
Pieces in one Volume. 


De Aquis Brixianis, cum difquifitione theorema- 
ruin {pectantium ad acidularum potum €&8 traufitum 
zit corpore aninaliy exaiien chymico-medicum, At 
étore Franci{co Roncallo. Brixie@. 1424. iu sto. 
page. 172. 

Franci[ci Roncalli, Philofophi €8 Medici Brixi- 
aii, de agiuis mineralibus Coldout ad oppidum Leu 
ci it Agro Mediolanenfiy Differtatio phyfico-chyinie 
co-medica, Brixte. page. 62. 


The fame Author has printed an Account of 
his cure of a Man, who had many ulcers in the 
Urethra, a fever, pains all over his body, and 
other very dangerous fymptoms. °Tis a Lets 
ter to Dr. Vallifniert, which confirms what 
the Author fays in his Book De vitiis Ure- 
thre. 


VENATC £ 


1: Thiers publifhed long ago a French Book 
in France, to fhow that Clergymen fhould 
wear no perwigs, The prefent Pope, when he 
was Archbifhop of Benevento, ordered it to be 
tranflated into Italian, to fupprefs the fame abule 
in Italy. As foon as he was raifed to the Pon- 


Dre 
§e 


tifical throne, he forbad the Clergy to wear pe ja" 
wigs ; and that order has been fo carefully - 
| | _ cuted, 
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cuted, that there is not one Ecclefiaftic in Rome, 
who wears any Other hair but his own. A Book- 
feller of this City has publifhed another Italian 
rranflation of the fame Book of Dr. Thiers, 


NAPLES, 


E have in our Cathedral the Head of 
St. ‘Fanuarius, Bifhop of Benevento, who 
fuffered martyrdom under the Empire of Dio-~ 
dletian and Maximian, and part of his blood 
in two Vials clofed hermetically. That blood 
is coagulated ; but as foon as it is brought near 
the Head of the Saint, it grows liquid, has a 
lively colour, and bubbles up, like the blood 
coming out of a-vein of a living Man, Father 
Putignané a Jefuit has publifhed a Differtation 
me that Fact, which the Proteftants will not 





he believe to be a miracle. : 

9 De redivivo Sanguine D. Fanuarit Epifcopi € 
i Martyris, precipuz Patrons Civitatis & Regn 
“a Neapolitané tripartituim Opus. <Auctore P. ‘fo. Do- 


unico Putiguano é Soc. Feu. Pars prior de Sane 
tune ebulliente. Pars aitera de Sanguine pre{a@ 
inte. Neapoli. 1723 €& 1725 in Ato. 





00k ROM E. 

ould 

he | HEN the prefent Pope Benedift XIIL 
> be f \ was Archbifhop of Benevento, he 
bute Meteached there upon the Book of Exodus. 'Thofe 
Pon- "mons to the number of fixty three have been . 


- pete itinted here in 4to. 
r Exes 


IT. Mr. 
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II. Mr. Fobn-Antony Tede(chi has publithed an 
Italian Tranflation of Symmachus’s Epiftles. An 
exa& verfion of Pliny’s Epiftles was alfo print. 
ed by that Canon fome years ago. 







IIL Cardinal Annibale Albani, nephew to the 
late Pope Clement XI. has undertaken to publih, 
in four Volumes 7 folio, the Hiftory of Urbin 
where he was born. The firft Volume is come 
out, and confifts of 147 pages. °*Tis a magnifi. 
cent Book : it contains among other things 4 
defcription of the Palace of Urbino, with an ex. 

lication of many Bas-reliefs to be feen in that 
City. Mr. Francefco Bianchini is the Author of 
that explication. Thofe Bas-reliefs reprefent ins 
ftruments of war, both antient and modern. } 

















IV. La Crufca Provenzale, ovvero le voci, fraji 


forme e maniere di dire che la gentilliffima e cele j 
bre Lingua Lofcana ha prefo dalla Provenzale, at- ¢ 
vichite, e illuftrate, e difefe con motivt, con atti. fr 





vita, € con efempi : aggiuntevi alcune memorie 0 le 
notizie iftoricbe intorno agli antiché Poeti Prove» 
wali, Padri della Poefia volgare, particolarmente 
circa alcuni di quelli, tra gli altri molti, che fim 
rono di nazione Catalana, cavate da MSS. Vati- 
cani, .Laurenziani, e altronde. Opera di D, Av 
tonio Baftero, mobile Barcellonefe, Dottor in Fi- 
lofofia, e nel? una &8 P altra Legge, Canonico ¢ Sa 
greftano maggiore della Catedrale di Girond, ¢ 
Efaminatore finodale della medefima Diocefi, detio 
fra gli Arcadi Iperide Bacchico. Volume prim. 
In Roma. 14724. in fol. pagg. 173. 
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FLORENCE. 


Society of learned and rich Gentlemen of 

this City have undertaken to get all the 
Camineo’s and Intaglio’s, and other antient curio~ 
fties in the Gallery of the Great Duke, to be 
engraved at their own charges. They have al- 
ready begun to draw the Heads of fome Empe- 
rors in Cammeo’s, in order to make a Book of 


, them, attended with proper explications. 


BOLOGNA. 


I. r. Guglielmini, Son of the late famous 
Dr. Guglielmini, has printed the follow- 
ing Book. 


Fofephi Ferdinandi Guglielmini, Philofophi & 
Medici Bononienfis, in patrio Gymuafio Medicine 
8 Anatomes Profefforis, Conamen ad methodum de 
veto morbofornm cadaverum judicio ferendo. Pra- 
leitio ad Anatomen. Bononie. in gto. pagg. 30. 


II. Here follows the Title of a Book, that is 
inthe Prefs. 


Noviffime Ephemerides motuum celeftium, é Caf= 
fuianis tabulis ad Meridianum Bononie fupputate 
ab Euftachio Manfredio, Bononienfis Scientiaruns 
Infituti Afronomo, &8 Sociis, ad ufum Inftituti ex 
ano 1926 2n anunm 1450. In hac precedentium 
qufdem Autovis Ephemeridum continuatione motus 
planetarum, ad celeftes obfervationes in Regio Pa- 
rifienfi Obfervatorio atque alibi noviffime babitas, 
exatti emendatique funt. Tomi duo, in 4to. cum 
fguris eneis. 


LO N- 






236 New MEMOIRS, Ge. Arr, 32, 





LONDON. 


Very beautiful and correét Edition of Fa- 
ther Paul’s Italian Hiffory of the Council 
of Trent is to be printed in folio, by the dire. 
ction of Mr. Altieri, Profefflor of the Italian 
Tongue, and Author of the Italian and Englifh 
Diééionary. No more than two hundred and 
fifty Copies will be printed. 














Propofals are delivered and Subfciptions taken 
zit by the Editor, and by Paul Vaillant 2x the 
Strand, and William and Jokn Innys zn St. 
Paul’s Church-yard. 









°Tis very proper to reprint this famous Hi- 
ftory, that it may be more common than it is. 
‘The paper and print will be very fine, as it ap- 
pears by the Specimen. : 





ERRAT A. 


In the Table of the Articles for February, N9. 10. 
read Aerographia. 

Ibid. N°. 12. dele Italian, 

Pag. 105. lin. 26. dele Keeper of the Cabinet of Cus 
riofities at Oxford. 

Pag. 149. the laft line but one, read Aerographiar 
Pag. 150. lin, 116 read Aerography, 


Oe 








